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BIBLICAL PROOF THAT TORAH IS STILL IN PLACE! 

  



What is Torah? 

By Jeff A. Benner 

 

The Hebrew word תורה (torah, Strong's #8451) is usually translated into the English 
word "Law". Because of this translation there is a great misunderstanding of what 
"Torah" truly is. "TORAH IS NOT LAW". When we use the word "law" we assume a 
certain meaning and concept of the word that is not present in the Hebrew 
Scriptures.  
 
Let us start by looking at the Etymology of the Hebrew word Torah so that we may 
better understand its true definition. The word Torah comes from the Hebrew root 
word ירה (Y.R.H, Strong's #3384), a verb which means "to flow or throw 
something".  
 
This can be a flowing of an arrow from an archer's bow, or the flowing of a finger 
to point out a direction. Nouns are derived from the verb by making one or two 
changes to the verb root. For instance, when the י (the letter yud) is replaced by a  ו 
(the letter vav) and a מ (the letter mem) is added to the front of the word, the noun 
  ."is formed and means "one who does the flowing (moreh, Strong's #4175) מורה
 
This can be an archer who flows an arrow, or a teacher who flows his finger to point 
out way the student is to go in the walk of life. Another noun is formed the same 
way except that a ת (the letter tav) is placed at the front of the word instead of a  מ 
(the letter mem) and we have the word Torah. Torah is "what is flowed by the 
Moreh". This can be the arrow from the archer or the teachings and instructions 

from the teacher. 

A hebraic definition of Torah is "a set of Instructions, from a father to his children, 
violation of these instructions are disciplined in order to foster obedience and train 
his children". Notice how the word Torah is translated in the New International 
Version translation in the following passages.  

"Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's 

teaching [Torah]." (Proverbs 1:8)  
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"My son, do not forget my teaching [Torah], but keep my commands in your heart". 
(Proverbs 3:1)  

The purpose of a parents Torah is to teach and bring the children to maturity. If the 
Torah is violated out of disrespect or defiant disobedience, the child is punished. If 
the child desires to follow the instructions out of a loving obedience but falls short 
of the expectations, the child is commended for the effort and counseled on how 

to perform the instructions better the next time. 

Unlike Torah, law is a set of rules from a government and binding on a community. 
Violation of the rules require punishment. With this type of law, there is no room 
for teaching, either the law was broken with the penalty of punishment or it was 
not broken. God, as our heavenly Father, gives his children his Torah in the same 
manner as parents give their Torah to their children, not in the manner as a 
government does to its citizens. 

"Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD, the man you teach from your Torah"  
(Psalms 94:12)  

  



The name Torah: Summary 

Meaning 
Instructions 
Dove, Global 

Etymology 
From the verb  ירה (yara), to bring about of a unified effect by means of many little 
impulses. 
From the noun תור (tor), dove, from the verb תור (tur), to explore or survey. 

Related names 
• Via  ירה (yara): Ashtoreth, Gomorrah, Jeremoth, Jeriah, Jeriel, Jerimoth, Jeruel, 
Jerusalem, Jorah, Jorai, Moreh, Moriah, Tiria, Yiron 
• Via תור (tur): Gether, Caphtor, Rimmon-methoar, Taralah, Tarshish, Tartan 

What is Torah? 

The word Torah is both a name and a general concept. Nowadays Torah is name of 
the first five Books of the Bible (a.k.a. the Books of Moses, or Pentateuch), and that 
tradition probably stems from the time just after the return from the Babylonian 
exile. The Torahic concept encompasses some stipulations that might be 
comparable to what we presently call law but that fraction is certainly not 
representative of the whole. Instead, the word Torah appears to reflect "the way 
things are" much rather than "the way things are supposed to be". 

The narrative stories of the Pentateuch, therefore, are not so much (legendary, 
folkloristic or even sentimental) histories but much rather archetypes of processes 
through which everything that evolves either will evolve or will be annihilated (read 
our article on Evolution and the Bible for more on this). Fulfilling the Torah is thus 
not so much a forced obedience to stipulations but rather a having developed into 
an entity that corresponds to the way the physical universe works; something that 
is stable in the physics sense of the word. Since that stability is a requisite for 
further growth, that stability must be reached before anything else can come 
about. In a passage that could easily spawn a few gigabytes worth of commentary, 
Paul teaches that love fulfills the Torah (Romans 13:8-10) but Jesus makes it clear 
that the entire law must be fulfilled before the state in which people can actually 
love their neighbor is achieved (Matthew 5:18). And that ties Torah firmly to 
Wisdom. 

Parables since the foundation of the world 
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The creation account of Genesis 1 is not so much a primitive myth, but rather the 
most rudimentary blueprint of how evolution works (see for more details our 
Introduction to Scripture Theory or our article on Evolution and the Bible). The story 
of the Father and the Three Sons for instance (in which one son dies or diminishes 
and the lowly second son joins the glorified third) is told in its most basic form in 
the account of Adam and Cain, Abel and Seth, and is repeated in various nuances 
from Noah and Shem, Ham and Japheth all the way up to Jesus' parable of the 
talents (Matthew 25:14), the image of Jesus on the cross with his one neighbor 
rejected and the other one joined with him in Paradise (Luke 23:43), the breach 
between the lost northern kingdom of Israel and the saved southern Judah which 
contained the temple of YHWH, and might even establish the rough outline of the 
New Creation (in which satan is irrelevant and the nations of the earth attach 
themselves to the elect living in the New Jerusalem; Revelation 21:24). 

All these narrative forms (also known as narrative cycles) are obvious 
continuations, or self-similar reproductions (geneticists would speak of 
homologous structures), of the second creation day, where one watery continuum 
is breached in two by a third (namely the heavenly firmament). The waters over 
the firmament are heard from no more, and the waters below the firmament 
produce dry land, vegetation and life; federated with and governed by lights placed 
in the dividing firmament (Genesis 1:1-19). 

This image may even apply to the structure of a living cell, in which the cell-body 
body distinguished itself from the world at large, organized around a nucleus that 
contains the cell's genetic code (see our article on the Household Set), and 
obviously also applies to the organization of Israel around the tabernacle, which 
contained the Ark of the Covenant, which contained the two tablets with the Ten 
Commandments. This tabernacle, in turn, provided the blue print for the Temple 
and the Temple became the Body of Christ; all formed after fundamental patterns 
which were shown to Moses (Exodus 25:40, Hebrews 8:5). And that is why the story 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ follows the human reproductive cycle, 
and the standard model of elementary particles appears obviously embedded in 
the structure of the family of Abraham. 

The name Torah in the Bible 

The name Torah and the general word torah are usually translated with either law 
or teaching, and that would work on the proviso that what is taught is actually true 
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(i.e. a reflection or adaptation of "natural" law). And it should be noted that 
covenant precedes formal law (covenant: Genesis 6:18; deposition of formal law: 
Exodus 20, but note man's natural knowledge of law: Genesis 26:5, Romans 2:15); 
meaning that the relationship of God and mankind is not brought about by wisdom 
(God is not "discovered" or found by looking for him; Luke 17:20), but that wisdom 
is brought about by the relationship of God and mankind (God is found because he 
looked for us; 1 John 4:19). 

Quite tellingly, the first time that the word תורה (torah) is used is in the statement: 
"The same law applies to the native [Israelite] as to the foreigner who lives in Israel" 
(Exodus 12:49). The second time our word appears is in Exodus 24:12, where the 
Lord instructs Moses to approach him on the mountain in order to receive the 

famous stone tables that the Lord had prepared for him (Exodus 24:12). 

Even though the existence of Torah also resulted in rules and regulations that 
people needed to learn by heart and carefully observe, Torah itself was regarded 
as something delectable (Psalm 19:10), desirable (Psalm 119:92) and loveable 
(Psalm 119:97).  

Etymology and meaning of the name Torah 

The Hebrew word for Law (Torah) is a derivation of the verb ירה (yara), meaning to 
throw, cast or shoot: 

Excerpted from: Abarim Publications' Biblical Dictionary 

ירא   ירה  

The verb ירה (yara) describes the bringing about of a unified effect by means of 
many little impulses (arrows, stones, words, instructions, rain drops, and so on). 
Noun יורה (yoreh) refers to rain that falls during the first period of the agricultural 
year, when seedlings bud but don't bear fruit yet. Noun מורה (moreh) may either 
also refer to early rain, or it means teacher, who is a person who teaches children 
who can't think for themselves yet. Noun תורה (tora), refers to any set of 

instructions (hence the familiar word Torah). 

The verb ירא (yara') describes the same process, but rather from the perspective of 
the receiving "soil": to revere, to pay heed to, and in extreme cases: to fear. Nouns 
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 cover the broad spectrum between (mora) מורה and ('mora) מורא ,(yir'a) יראה
reverence and fear, between anything awe-inspiring and anything terrifying. 

— See the full Dictionary article —  

The letter ת in front of a root has somewhat the same function as an integral sign 
in front of an equation: it sums up the whole of different variations of the root. But 
when we do that with the root ירה (yara) in order to create the word תורה (Torah), 
something that seems like a regular female form of the word  תור emerges: 

Excerpted from: Abarim Publications' Biblical Dictionary 

 תור 

The verb  תור (tur) means to explore or survey and associates with a broad, circular 
or sweeping motion. Noun תור (tor) or תר (tor) appears to describe a circular braid 
of hair. Noun יתור (yetur), seems to mean a searching or range. Noun תר (tor) or תור 

(tor) means dove or turtledove. 

Note that likewise the Greek word for dove, namely περιστερα (peristera), appears 
to be derived from the prefix περι (peri) meaning around or about. This suggests 
that to the ancients the dove stood symbol for abundance and being all around and 

everywhere, which explains the bodily form of the Holy Spirit. 

 תאר

Verb תאר (ta'ar) means to outline or trace. Noun תאר (to'ar), means shape or form. 
Verb תאר (ta'ar), meaning to draw an outline. 

— See the full Dictionary article —  

To anyone who is not familiar with these things, seeing a dove descend on someone 
(Matthew 3:16) is cute at best. For someone who sees the linguistic connection 
between Law and dove, this is all quite a bit more profound. 

Jesus summed up the Law by stating what the "larger and unified objective" of all 
God's instructions are: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind & You shall love your neighbor as yourself 
(Matthew 22:37-39). 
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These words sum up the true purpose of man. If this purpose is obtained, sin is 
without effect and the Law is fulfilled. See for a more in depth study of law, sin and 
forgiveness our article The Skinny on Sin — Romans 7 

Also note that the first occurrence of the first letter of our word תורה (torah) is the 
last letter of the first word of the Bible, namely בראשית (bersheet), meaning "in the 
beginning" (Genesis 1:1). Fifty letters later (or forty-nine, depending how you 
count), we find the second letter of our word תורה (torah), namely in the word תהום 
(tehom), meaning "the deep" (Genesis 1:2). Another fifty letters down, there's the 
 meaning "and he saw" (Genesis 1:4). Fifty letters after that sits the ,('w'yra) וירא  in ר
 .meaning God ,(elohim') אלהים in the word ה

Whoever placed this marvelous little gem in the text of the creation account seems 
to have figured that Torah = In The Beginning The Deep Saw God. Whether this 
delightful letter-trick was known to the sons of Korah isn't clear, but read our article 

on Psalm 42:7 for something to ponder (and also see John 1:1-5 and Colossians 1:16). 
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What Does the Bible Say About the Torah? 

by Michael D. Bugg 

Quite often, when discussing or debating the place of Torah in the believer’s life, I 
receive the same argument.  This argument can be summed up as, “The only reason 
G-d gave Israel the Law was to prove that nobody could keep it, so that we would 
sin more and need G-d’s grace more (Rom. 5:20).  So to keep the Law now is to 
abandon Grace.” 

But is it really true that G-d only gave the Torah to prove nobody could keep it?  Not 
at all.  The Torah, in fact, has many purposes according to the Scriptures: 

1. The Torah is the Way G-d commanded us to walk (Deu. 13:5), the Truth (Psa. 
119:142), and is the fountain of life to those who keep it (Pro. 13:14, Lev. 
18:5), just as Yeshua is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6) for all 
who trust in and follow Him. Indeed, the Torah is the very Spirit of Life in the 
Messiah Yeshua (Rom. 8:2).  

2. Yeshua did not come to abolish the Torah, but to fulfill it (Mat. 5:17)—that 
is, to make it full of meaning both by His teachings and by His Life, Sacrifice, 
and Resurrection.  Therefore, we do not annul (cease to keep) the Torah 
through our faith; on the contrary, we uphold it (Rom. 3:31), for Messiah is 
the goal to which the Torah points (Rom.10:4) and it is not the hearers of the 
Torah who are justified, but the doers of the Torah (Rom. 2:13). 

3. Until heaven and earth pass away, not one yod (the smallest letter) or one 
penstroke will pass away from the Torah until everything is fulfilled (Mat. 
5:18).  Therefore, he who stumbles at one command of the Torah is guilty of 
breaking it all (Jas. 2:10) and those who break the least commandment of the 
Torah and teach others to do the same will be the least in the Kingdom of 
Heaven; but those who do and teach it will be called great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven (Mat. 5:19, 23:23).  

4. The Torah is not sin—that is, keeping it is not sinful (Rom. 7:7)—but rather is 
perfect (Psa. 19:7), more precious than gold and silver (Psa. 119:72), 
Spiritual—that is, of the Spirit (Rom. 7:14)—holy, just, and good (Rom. 7:12), 
and a Torah of liberty (Jas. 1:25, 2:12), provided that one uses/interprets it 
as it is intended (1 Ti. 1:8). 
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5. The Torah is neither too difficult to understand nor too difficult to do, but is 
near to and written on our hearts that we may keep it (Deu. 30:11ff, Psa. 
40:8, Isa. 51:7)—this is especially true under the New Covenant (Jer. 31:33, 
Heb. 8:10).  The Torah is easily summed up in loving G-d, loving our neighbor, 
and the Golden Rule (Mat. 7:12, 22:38-40; Luke 10:27; Rom. 13:8ff; Gal. 5:14; 
Jas. 2:8).  

6. The righteousness of the Torah is the mark of the greatness of G-d’s people 
(Deu. 4:8), for it takes strength and courage to keep the Torah (Jos. 1:7, 
23:6).  In fact, the Torah can only be truly kept by those who walk in the Spirit, 
not those who walk after the flesh/sin nature (Rom. 8:4-9). ADONAI gave the 
Land to Israel for the specific purpose that they might keep His Torah (Psa. 
105:45), because many of the Torah’s commands cannot be kept perfectly 
outside of the Land (e.g., Tabernacle/Temple worship).  

7. The Torah is only “weak” and impossible to keep perfectly because we are 
weak in our flesh (Rom. 8:3) and all fall short of its righteousness (Rom. 3:23, 
Gal. 2:16).  The weakness is in us, not in G-d’s Word.  That is why we need 
the Grace of G-d extended to us in the Messiah Yeshua. 

8. The Torah curses those who do not keep all of it (Deu. 27:26; Isa. 5:24, 24:5: 
Jer. 6:19; Rom. 4:15; Gal. 3:10).  In fact, prayer is an abomination from those 
who refuse to hear the Torah (Pro. 28:9).  It was these curses that Messiah 
took upon Himself and redeemed us from (Gal. 3:13). 

9. The Torah brings repentance to the soul (Psa. 19:7), for it informs us of our 
sin; that is, what is sinful (Rom. 3:20, 5:13; 7:7)—indeed, the very definition 
of sin is Torah-lessness (1 Jn. 3:4).  Therefore, the Torah keeps the righteous 
from stumbling (Psa. 37:31), for it is a light unto our path (Pro. 6:23), and 
those who forsake the Torah also praise the wicked (Pro. 28:4).  

10. The Torah also blesses those who keep its commandments (Deu. 28:1ff, 
30:9f).  Now that the curses of the Torah have been taken away, all that 
remains is for us to receive its blessings. 

11. The blessed, righteous, and wise meditate on the Torah day and night (Jos. 
1:8; Psa. 1:2, 119:97), take delight in the Torah (Psa. 1:2, 40:8, 119:70, 77, & 
174; Rom. 7:22), and keep it with their whole hearts (Psa. 119:34).  Those 
who delight in the Torah will not perish in their affliction (Psa. 119:92), for 



the Torah brings peace and joy to those who love it (Psa. 119:165, Pro. 
29:18).  

12. The Torah makes the simple wise (Psa. 19:7), and contains wondrous things 
for those whose eyes ADONAI opens (Psa. 119:18).  Blessed is he whom G-d 
teaches from His Torah (Psa. 94:12) and who walks in the way of the Torah 
(Psa. 119:1), for even obscure agricultural details in the Torah have meaning 
(1 Co. 9:9).  

13. Agreement with the Torah is one of the tests of a true prophet (Deu. 12:32-

13:5, Isa. 8:20). 

14. Paul kept the Torah (Acts 21:24, 25:8), serving it with his mind, even though 
he often stumbled in his flesh (Rom. 7:25), and the early Jewish believers—
those closest to the Messiah and His teachings in both space and time—were 
zealous for the Torah (Acts 21:20, 22:12).  In fact, Circumcision (being Jewish) 

only profits one if he keeps the Torah (Rom. 2:25, Gal. 5:3f).  

15. And yet, the Torah is not for Jewish believers alone, for if one uncircumcised 
(a Gentile) keeps the Torah, it is counted to him as if he were circumcised 
(Jewish; Rom. 2:26), and one’s Jewishness or Gentileness is considered 
nothing compared to whether one is keeping G-d’s commandments (1 Co. 
7:19). 

16. In the End Times, many will go to Jerusalem to learn the Torah, for the Torah 
will go forth from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:3, Mic. 4:2).  ADONAI will magnify the 
Torah and make it honorable (Isa. 42:21).  In connection with the coming of 

Elijah, G-d commands us to remember the Torah of Moses (Mal. 4:4). 

Properly interpreted and understood, the Torah is not “a burden too heavy to 
bear,” nor does seeking to follow it out of faith annul faith.  Indeed, by continually 
convicting us of falling short, the Torah forbids anyone from boasting about their 
works, but forces everyone, Jew and Gentile alike, to continually throw themselves 
on ADONAI’s grace as we repent day-by-day.  The Torah is a font of wisdom and 
instruction for those that believe, telling us how to be like our Messiah: 

I do not try to keep the Torah in order to be saved.  I strive to keep the Torah 
because I am already saved, and I want to be like my Savior in every single 
way. 
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What Did Paul Teach? 

 
If there is one person most MIS-understood and most MIS-quoted it is the Apostle 
Paul. Almost as soon as Paul penned his words, the church began twisting them to 
say the complete opposite of what he had intended. The commentaries all tell us 
that the Apostle Paul realized that the Torah has passed away, was no longer 
needed, that it had merely been a shadow of the Messiah. Pastors, evangelists, 
teachers and intercessors all tell the same story, that Paul shows how YahShua did 
away with "the law". The only law now is a "law of love", the "spirit" of the law, 
which now trumps the old "letter" of the law. Over and over we hear the same 
charges: that Paul taught against circumcision, against the feasts, against the 
Torah, against the "letter of the law" because YahShua somehow nailed His Torah 
to the cross.  

We must bear in mind the words of Peter concerning Paul, " . . . even as our 
beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written 
unto you; As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable 
wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction." Paul, 
being a very learned man, wrote in such a way that CAN be hard to understand 
without the guidance of the Ruach Ha Kadosh. Those who seek to justify their 
rebellion against Torah can do so, simply by twisting Paul's words to say the very 
thing which he would never tolerate: disobedience to Yah's commandments.  

Before going into all the passages Christians point to when saying that Paul threw 
out the Torah, let's start with a basic premise: Paul loved the Torah, he understood 
the Messiah loved the Torah and thus he would never say it had become obsolete. 
How can we establish this basic premise?  

Paul's actions speak even louder than his words. In Acts 21, Paul faces a dilemma. 
Upon his return to Jerusalem, Paul was shown "how many thousands of Jews there 
are which believe; and they are all zealous of the Torah." (vs20). However, among 
these believing Jews, a false accusation has surfaced against Paul. What was this 
false accusation? "And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews 
which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to 
circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs."(vs 21) The very 
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charge that the Christian Church has brought against Paul was first done here in 
Jerusalem. So, how does Paul respond to this accusation? Did Paul indeed teach 
against the Torah, against circumcision and against the customs? They ask this very 
question, "What is is therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they 
will hear that thou art come."  

The men ask Paul to answer this false accusation with a public action. They offer a 
solution by saying, "Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which 
have a vow on them; Them take, and purify thyself with them, that they may shave 
their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed 
concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and 
keepest the Torah.  

They ask Paul to not only take a Nazarite vow, but to help four others do the same, 
as a public statement that Paul was NOT teaching the Jews to forsake Torah. The 
Nazarite vow, located in Numbers 6:1-21, included 1) abstaining from strong drink, 
vinegar or wine, and dried grapes 2) not shaving the head 3) not approaching a 
dead body 4) when the days of separation are over he is to present animal 
offerings along with unleavened bread. He is also to cut off his grown hair and burn 

it under the offering.  

Throughout the remainder of the book of Acts, Paul continues to state that the 
accusation leveled against him is false.  

He says in Acts 24:13 "Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse 
me." No one had a shred of evidence that Paul had ever taught against the Torah 
much less stopped practicing the Torah. Again in Acts 25:8 he says, " . . . Neither 
against the Torah of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, 
have I offended any thing at all." Paul makes it absolutely clear that he has not 
commited any offense against the Torah in his teachings, repeating that the 
accusations leveled against him are false.  

But the question remains: Why did people think Paul was teaching against the 
Torah? Where did they come up with the idea that he was teaching people to 
forsake the law of Moses and to cast away the covenant of circumcision? The 
answer lies in a major problem that confronted the apostles almost as soon as 
YahShua departed on the Mount of Olives. As we learn from Acts 15:1, there were 
a certain sect of the Pharisees requiring obedience to Torah as a prerequisite to 



conversion. Some of the Pharisees, steeped in their rabbinical traditions, were 
trying to reverse the process, sticking obedience to Torah in front of faith in YHVH. 
Paul had to confront this problem by stressing the fact that conversion must come 
first, FOLLOWED by obedience to Torah. This is why in Galatians he mentions that 
circumcision profits one nothing (when used as a means to justify oneself). He 
could have said any number of things instead of circumcision: water baptism 
profits one nothing, when used as a means to justify oneself, prayer profits one 
nothing, when used as a means to justify oneself, and on and on we could go. Now, 
let's go ahead and deal with some of the passages Christians have habitually 
misunderstood for centuries.  

The phrase "under the law" needs to be explained. In Romans, Paul repeatedly 
says, "you are not under law, but under favor". The phrase "under law" means 
under condemnation of the Torah. Since we have placed our faith in Messiah, we 
have a new identity, and thus are no longer under the condemnation of the Torah, 
but under the YahShua's favor, a favor which enables us to keep His 
commandments.  

The next misunderstood passage is Romans 7:1-14. The passages appears to teach 
that we have died to Torah. The first six verses set up an illustration. The remainder 
of the passage clarifies this illustration so that no one misunderstands what Paul 
is trying to teach. The illustration is simple: when a woman marries a man she is 
bound to her husband until he dies. When he dies, she is released from that 
marriage covenant and free to marry another. Death changed the way she related 
to her marriage covenant. In the same way, a certain death has also changed how 
we relate to Yah's covenant, the Torah! Before we died to sin and selfishness, the 
Torah was foolishness to us, condemned us and we rejected it. After we died to 
sin and selfishness we were made alive in Messiah and we loved the Torah! We 
cherished the Torah! Our relationship to the Torah completely changed!  

When we were trapped in our sin, unable to understand the Torah, we needed our 
"bad" relationship to the Torah to be broken! How could this happen? Only 
through death! Just like the only way to break a marriage covenant is by the death 
of a spouse. She is then free to form a NEW relationship. Torah requires death for 
sin. The Torah does not die, we die! The Torah prevents a woman from remarriage 
but ALLOWS the remarriage after her husband dies. In the same way, once we die, 
the Torah allows us to enter into a NEW marriage covenant with YHVH. But the 



Torah never leaves! And the only way we could die to sin, is because the Messiah 

died on the tree.  

Even as the Apostle Paul says earlier in Romans 6:8-11 "Now if we be dead with 
Messiah, we believe that we shall also live with him: knowing that Messiah being 
raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For 
in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto Elohim. 
Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
Elohim through YahShua Ha'Mashiach our Adonai."  

Notice also in this passage, Paul emphasizes that the Torah is righteous, kodesh 
(holy), just and good! (vs12). Certainly something YHVH made, which is righteous, 
kodesh, just and good would not be destroyed by YHVH simply because we 
couldn't handle it? That makes no sense at all! The Torah is "spiritual" (vs14) but a 
sinner is carnal, and thus cannot relate to the Torah in any way except in 
condemnation. Once we die to ourselves, through the Messiah, the resurrecting 
power of His Ruach Ha'Kadosh empowers us to keep His commandments and to 
love His Torah.  

Another "problem" passage is Romans 10:4 "For Messiah is the end of the Torah 
for righteousness to every one that believeth." Most Christians will claim that the 
Messiah put an end to the Torah because he is the final fulfillment of the Torah.  

However, the Greek word used here for "end" is telos, where we get our English 
word telephone. It means boundary or goal. With this in mind, Romans 10:4 says 
that the Messiah is the single object of focus of the Torah. In other words, a correct 
understanding of Torah will always lead to the Messiah!  

Another passage often misunderstood is Galatians 4:21-31. After reading, many 
Christians say that the Old Testament/Mt. Sinai experience was bad, while the 
New Testament/faith experience is good. They try to set up a contrast as if the two 
testaments were complete opposites.  

However, the problem in Galatia was similar to the one in Acts 15:1: certain 
Pharisees were requiring people to become circumcised Jewish proselytes as a 
qualification for conversion. Keep in mind the central thesis of this book found in 
Galatians 2:16-17. Paul makes it clear that one cannot be justified by keeping 



Torah. Rather, faith in Messiah accomplishes conversion while keeping the Torah 

is a result of this blessed conversion.  

With this in mind, the allegory Paul paints in Galatians 4:21-31 becomes more 
clear. The Avrahamic covenant was given 430 years before the Mosaic covenant. 
The Mosaic covenant in no way annulled or voided the Avrahamic covenant. In 
fact, Paul makes clear that one must have the faith of Avraham in order to correctly 
keep the Mosaic covenant. Without faith, keeping the Mosaic covenant is 
impossible. Paul makes an analogy by showing that Hagar's son Ishmael (earthly 
Jerusalem) was produced not by faith, but by their own flesh. Rather than trusting 
in Yah, Avraham tried to do it his own way, obey his own flesh, and produced 
Ishmael. This would be akin to attempting to keep the Torah without faith.  

However, the birth of Isaac (heavenly Jerusalem) resulted from Avraham trusting 
in Yah, obeying Him and allowing Yah to bring forth the promised seed. When 
Avraham had a child with Hagar, he was putting his works before faith, trying to 
bring about the promised seed in his own way. When Avraham had a child with 
Isaac, Avraham placed his faith in Yah and this resulted in obedience and the 
promised seed! In other words, true faith leads to keeping Torah!  

In Galatians 5:1, many Christians claim that Paul is denying the need for 
circumcision. However, verse 4 makes it clear that the motive behind the 
circumcision is what Paul opposed. The motive, hearkening back to the problem 
first addressed in Galatians 2:16-17, was seeking justification through 
circumcision. Obviously Paul was not urging people to stop circumcising! In Acts 
16:3, Paul circumcised a Greek named Timothy. Paul simply was making the point 
that circumcision could not be used for justification, rather it was a step of 
obedience after being converted. As mentioned before, Paul might have said 
water baptism, prayer, evangelism, any number of spiritual actions which do not 
profit in any way when used to try and justify oneself.  

Another often misunderstood passage is Colossians 2. In Colossians 2:13-14 many 
believers think Yahshua "nailed" the Torah to the tree. However, is this really what 
it is saying? The subject of the passage is the certificate of debt (handwriting of 
ordinances against us). Torah requires death as a consequence for sin -- the 
certificate of debt. When a woman would commit adultery, the Torah prescribed 
a certificate of debt or divorce to be written against her. It was this certificate of 
debt -- or death - - that was NAILED to the execution stake, not the Torah! 



YahShua's death and resurrection has enabled us to BURN the debt of sin, and live 

a FREE life, free of debt! We are now FREE to keep the Torah! HalleluYAH!  

Many believers also take the remainder of Colossians 2 and try to state that Paul 
encouraged believers to no longer keep the Shabbat, the New Moons, or any other 
feast day! However, what Paul is really doing is contrasting Torah-loving 
instructions to the burden of man-made traditions. After praising the Colossians 
for living righteously, and walking as the Messiah walked (who kept Torah) (vs 5-
7), he warns them of vain philosophies and deceit which ran rampant in pagan 
Colosse.  

Paul basically tells these faithful followers, "Don't allow vain philosophies and 
traditions to beguile you! Don't allow these pagans to judge you and accuse you 
of being weird simply for observing the New Moons, the Shabbat, the feast days, 
abstaining from unclean meats, etc. They may think you strange for not following 
their pagan practices and instead following Torah, but pay them no heed!"  

As you can see, many of Paul's writing have been badly twisted to say the very 
opposite of what he intended. When reading Paul's writings it is healthy to keep 
in mind his writing of Romans 3:31 "Do we then make void the Torah through 
faith? Yah forbid: yea, we establish the Torah." 

 

 

  



Paul Never Stopped Keeping the Law  

Psalm11918.org  

Although some may claim otherwise, the apostle Paul never stopped keeping the 
Law of Moses [Hebrew: Torah] after he encountered the risen Messiah in Acts 

chapter 9. 

Wait, what...? 

Wasn't Paul "all things to all men" as he said in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23? 

Yes, he was, but that does not mean that he followed the customs of the Gentiles 
and forsook the Law of Moses to do so. 

 Consider these passages from Scripture that speak of Paul: 

Acts 21:19-24 

After he had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God 
had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. And when they heard it they 
began glorifying God; and they said to him, "You see, brother, how many thousands 
there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for 
the Law; and they have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who 
are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their 
children nor to walk according to the customs. "What, then, is to be done? They 
will certainly hear that you have come. Therefore do this that we tell you. We have 
four men who are under a vow; take them and purify yourself along with them, and 
pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads; and all will know that there 
is nothing to the things which they have been told about you, but that you yourself 
also walk orderly, keeping the Law. 

The leaders of the congregation in Jerusalem (including James and Peter) declared 
that Paul "walked orderly, keeping the Law." 

For those who might suggest this was the Law of Christ, please note that the 
context refers to the false charges being leveled against Paul: that he was teaching 
Jews to forsake Moses (a common term for the Law), not to circumcise their 
children, nor to walk according to the customs. Disobedience to the customs are 

https://www.psalm11918.org/Articles/Did-You-Know/Paul-Never-Stopped-Keeping-the-Law.html
https://www.psalm11918.org/References/Glossary/Torah.html
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Corinthians%209.19-23
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts%2021.19-24


also part of the accusations against Paul. The leaders then instruct Paul to prove 
(by offering the sacrifices and ceremonial activities involved with completing a 
Nazirite vow) that he walks orderly, keeping the Law in order demonstrate the 

charges against him to be baseless and false. 

Consider Acts 22... 

"I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated under 
Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous for God just as 
you all are today. (Acts 22:3) 

Note that Paul doesn't say he was a Jew (past tense) but that he is a Jew (present 
tense). He also does not say that he was zealous for G-d but that he is (present 
tense) zealous for G-d.  For Jews, this zealousness is expressed by their obedience 
to the commandments expressed in the Law of Moses.  

Many false charges of this kind are brought against Paul. When he speaks before 
Festus in his own defense he declares: 

"I have committed no offense either against the Law of the Jews or against the 
temple or against Caesar." (Acts 25:8) 

At the end of his ministry, after Paul appeals to Caesar in his trial and is taken to 

Rome in chains, Paul speaks with the Jews of Rome: 

After three days Paul called together those who were the leading men of the Jews, 
and when they came together, he began saying to them, " Brethren, though I had 
done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered 

as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. (Acts 28:17) 

This is the same Paul who wrote while in prison to the believers in Thessalonica: 

So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, 
whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. (2 Thessalonians 2:15) 

If Paul had ever taught traditions that were contrary to the Torah/Law of 
Moses/the Law of the Jews, or the customs of the fathers then he would have been 
transgressing the Law and violating the customs of his fathers. 
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Paul's own words and the testimony of Scripture teach us that Paul never stopped 
keeping the Torah. 

While Paul's obedience may come as a shock to some, we should recognize that 
there is no error in his actions. Christians often share with unbelievers "the Roman 
road" to salvation: 

• Romans 3:23- For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of G-d. 
• Romans 6:23- For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of G-d is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
• Romans 5:8- when we were in our sin Christ Jesus came to die for us. 

• Romans 10:9- for whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 Paul makes the point in Romans 7 that our flesh is sold in bondage to sin (Romans 
7:14) but that Christ sets us free from that flesh (Romans 7:24). Until Messiah 
returns and we are given glorified bodies we are still in our sinful, fleshly bodies. 
While we are still in that state we are still, with our flesh, serving the law of sin 
(Romans 7:25) but we should strive against that default behavior. 

Paul makes this statement in his first letter to Timothy: 

But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, realizing the fact that law 
is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, 
for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their 
fathers or mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and 
kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 
according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been 
entrusted. (1 Timothy 1:8-11) 

The passages mentioned above indicate Paul was using the Law in a lawful manner 
and continued to observe it for as long as Scripture records the events of his life. 

From Scripture we can know that Paul never stopped keeping the Law.  
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Paul Tells Us Christians Don't Need to Keep 

the Torah? Or Does He?  

Written by Lion and Lamb Ministries on 02 December 2015.  

 

There is a rumor that the Apostle Paul was not an observant Jew. It is also said that 
he spoke against the Law and called upon Jewish believers to abandon the customs 
of Moses. This rumor originated in the first century and is still with us over 1900 

years later. 

The New Testament tells a different story............ 

What Most Christians Believe 

Most Christians have been brought up with the notion that God dealt with Israel in 
the past through the Law, but for the last two thousand years, a new system called 
grace has been in place. They argue that Saul, the observant Jew, changed his name 
to Paul and taught us about grace, instead of keeping the Law. 

They teach that the Law of Moses is no longer valid as the authoritative source for 
godly living. In fact, they go further and say that the keeping of commandments 
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given by Moses and his customs are contrary to grace and are an offense to God. 
They quote the Apostle Paul. 

The Question of Paul 

But what if it can be proven that Paul never spoke for abolishing the Law and was 
in fact a very observant Jew, even when serving as the Apostle to the Gentiles? 
What if our church fathers simply exploited a rumor against him for their own 
reasons? It is a fact in orthodox Christianity that keeping the Law of Moses is 
scorned and disregarded. These same leaders advocate that keeping the 
commandments is falling from grace and worse yet, legalism. They believe that any 
attempt to keep particular commandments is an affront to the sacrifice of Jesus. 
They believe and teach that the Law of Moses is not for believers of Jesus today. 

When did the Law Go Away? 

For the sake of discussion, let's say that Church leaders are correct in their 
conclusions. When exactly did the Law go away and this grace come into effect? 
You will get different answers from churchmen including the death on the cross, 
the resurrection, and the giving of the Holy Spirit. There may be consensus out 
there somewhere, but it is pretty vague. Suffice it to say that most agree that the 
New Testament was in effect by the day of Pentecost and the Law was no longer 
valid for New Covenant believers. However, the written New Testament, in 
particular Paul's letters, was not written for approximately 30 years after all said 
events. During this time, the temple was still standing with Paul and other believing 
Jews going to worship God there. If the Law is no more, then why were they so 

observant? The book of Acts is filled with evidence showing their observance. 

And when they heard it [Paul's testimony of the Gentiles coming to faith] 
they began glorifying God; and they said to him, You see, brother, how many 
thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they 
are all zealous for the Law; 

Acts 21:20 

Believing Jews were Observant 

The book of Acts says that the number of believing Jews was tens of thousands and 
that they were all zealous for the Law. On several occasions, Paul asserted his 



Hebrew heritage and his Torah background. Paul was a Torah trained disciple of 
Gamaliel, a devout Pharisee. He was very knowledgeable in the Scriptures and was 
being groomed to be a religious leader in Jerusalem. Up until Paul came on the 
scene, the leadership of the Nazarene movement, the belief of Yeshua as Messiah, 
and His resurrection seems to have been common everyday folks. There were some 
exceptions. Some priests were believers and we know of Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea. When Paul came on the scene as a believer, his testimony was very 
significant. He was a highly respected scholar and devout man of the Law. This may 
have been the reason for the vicious rumors against him. His testimony was that 
powerful. 

Again, according to church fathers, Paul turned from the Torah to Christ and 
opposed keeping the Law. They advocate that he wrote his epistles guiding us with 
the Spirit of God toward grace, the replacement for the Law; however, his own 
statements betray and are opposite of this conclusion. So, where was Paul in all this 
and what does his observance or non-observance have to do with us? 

Questions for Us 

Is it possible that we, the modern peoples who are trusting our teachers, have been 
misled as to the very nature and substance of our faith? Is it possible that the 
preacher you are being instructed by is himself misinformed as to the covenant we 
now have with God? Is it possible that there are many things that we have wrong 
about God and His purposes? I'm sure that you have heard the expression, We have 
met the enemy and it is us! Consider the life of Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
What if we have been misled about Paul and Paul actually advocated the proper 
use of the Law, not its abolishment? 

The Rumor Against Paul 

The latter half of the book of Acts details much of Paul's ministry as a believer. 
When he began to preach among the Gentiles, many Gentiles came to faith. Some 
of the Jewish leaders began to argue that these Gentiles needed to become 
proselytes, they needed to be circumcised, keep all the commandments, and 
recognize their leadership from Jerusalem. Even some of the Pharisees who had 
become believers subscribed to this thought and began arguing that the Gentile 
believers weren't really saved because they weren't circumcised. There was a 
meeting in Jerusalem with James, Peter, Paul and those arguing these points. The 



results of the meeting were clear. Gentiles get saved the same way we Jews are 
saved by faith. No one gets saved by keeping the Law. A letter was dispatched with 
further instruction on the matter to the Gentile believers. Everything was fine until 
the rumor rose up that Paul was not only telling the Gentile believers that they 
didn't need circumcision, but that he was telling Jewish believers not to circumcise 
their sons. Listen to the complaint against Paul when he returned to Jerusalem and 
to meet with James again. 

and they have been told about you [Paul], that you are teaching all the Jews 
who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise 
their children nor to walk according to the customs. 

Acts 21:21 

Trying to Stop the Rumor 

This rumor was false, but to this day church leaders say this is what Paul was 
teaching. In the meeting with James, it is clear that James does not believe the 
rumor. In fact, James offers specific counsel to Paul on how to dismiss the rumor, 
how to prove that it is not right. 

What, then, is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 
Therefore do this that we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; 
take them and purify yourself along with them, and pay their expenses in 
order that they may shave their heads; and all will know that there is nothing 
to the things which they have been told about you, but that you yourself also 
walk orderly, keeping the Law. 

Acts 21:22-24 

Paul was asked to pay the expenses of four other Messianic Jews who were under 
the Nazarite vow, a specific part of the Law. By participating in this temple service 
of seven days and paying their expenses, all the Jews would see that Paul was 
observant and obedient to the teaching of Moses, that he kept the Law. 

Was Paul Deceiving Us? 

Wait a minute! Why is Paul trying to convince believing Jews that he too keeps the 
Law? I thought he was the guy who told us not to keep the Law in the New 
Testament. 



As hard as it may seem, there are Christian teachers to this day who claim that Paul 
and James were conspiring to deceive the believing Jews. They claim that Paul was 
avoiding the controversy by going along with this deception and keeping peace 
among the brethren. Furthermore, they insinuate that the Messianic Jews of the 
first century were misinformed about the New Covenant faith and were still 
practicing old ways that were done away by the cross. However, the New 
Testament speaks strongly not only of the number of those Messianic Jews, but 
also of their observance. 

There were many Jewish believers and they were very observant, having repented 
of their sins. If Paul was telling Jewish parents not to circumcise their sons amongst 
the nations, then he clearly was departing from the teaching Moses. This was a very 
serious rumor. However, the book of Acts written by Luke, a companion of Paul's, 
clearly presents the rumor as false. James' counsel on how to answer the rumor is 
sound and reasonable. Further, it would be a clear demonstration to the Jewish 
believers that Paul was as observant as they were. The complaint against Paul was 
false. Paul was proving that it was false. 

Paul willingly went to the temple service and participated just as James counseled 
him. It was there that Paul was arrested in the temple after the seven day 
procedure. If the complaint was true, if Paul was in fact trying to teach us that 
keeping the Law was wrong, then why would he try to deceive his own brethren 
and risk arrest by his enemies? Paul was not trying to deceive the believing Jews in 
Jerusalem; he was proving the fact that he was an observant Jew just like the tens 
of thousands who believed and were zealous for the Law? 

How the Rumor Began 

How did this conflict begin? What caused this rumor? Rumors begin in strange ways 
and this one against Paul probably originated with those Pharisees against Paul. 
The rumor was fueled by the suspicions of those former believers persecuted by 
Paul. Whatever the reasons were, the first discussion was among believing Jews. 

And some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brethren, 
unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be 
saved. And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with 
them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of 



them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this 
issue. 

Acts 15:1-2 

Paul knew that this argument was not about spiritual truth. It was an attempt on 
the part of certain men in Judea to control the new Gentile believers. By making 
them subject to their rulings and definitions, all Gentile believers would be subject 

to them. Paul speaks of this motivation when answering the Galatians. 

For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but 
they desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. 

Galatians 6:13 

The Jerusalem Council 

The first meeting in Jerusalem involved Paul, Barnabas, Peter, James, and men from 
Judea (believing Pharisees) concerning the doctrine of salvation. Like many others 
who have followed, these men were wrestling with the argument that salvation is 
based on Yeshua plus something else. In their day, the argument was Yeshua and 
circumcision. Today, the argument is Yeshua and something else. As they met, Paul 
made a defense for Gentiles who were saved without circumcision by bringing 
Titus. The argument began to shift and the believing Pharisees expanded their 
requirement to include all of the teaching of Moses, not limited to just circumcision. 

But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, 
saying, It is necessary to circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the 
Law of Moses. 

Acts 15:5 

Peter finally weighed in on the argument recounting his own experience of seeing 
a vision and then preaching to the first Gentile believers. 

And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, 
Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, 
that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between 
us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. Now therefore why do you put 



God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither 
our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe that we are saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are. 

Acts 15:7-11 

Peter's argument was clear and based upon experience. If God gave the Holy Spirit 
to the Gentiles without circumcision or keeping the Law, then salvation is only 
based on faith. Peter then argues that we Jews are saved the same way, by faith. 
Circumcision and the Law are not required for salvation. Does that mean the Law 
is done away with? No. 

Jerusalem Council Conclusion 

At that point, James, who was overseeing the matter, made his ruling. James quotes 
from the prophets and confirms that God's plan of salvation is to be extended to 
the Gentile nations, that God is calling other peoples to be His people. Paul's 
ministry to the Gentiles was confirmed by both the Scripture and the testimony of 
Peter. James concludes the matter by giving the following instruction. 

Therefore it is my [James] judgment that we do not trouble those who are 
turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to them that they 
abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from 
what is strangled and from blood. 

Acts 15:19-20 

There are two aspects to James' instruction. One, the issue of salvation is clear; it 
does not require circumcision and it is God's plan to save Gentiles. The second 
instruction is direct and specific. With regard to the Law of Moses, apart from 
salvation, these Gentiles are to keep a particular part of the Law. They are called 
essentials. The letter to the Gentiles that follows addresses the very center portion 
of the teaching, which is called the  heart of the Law.  Leviticus 17 and 18 define 
meat sacrificed to idols, abstaining from unclean foods, and abstaining from all 

sexual perversion. 

This portion of the Law tells Jewish people not to associate with nor have fellowship 
with such individuals who would do these things. If the believing Gentiles were to 
have fellowship with believing Jews, then these things must be observed by the 
Gentiles. To solidify this teaching, James makes reference to all of the teaching of 



Moses and refers believers, Jews and Gentiles, to the Torah. The fact is the whole 
teaching of Moses and the Prophets is profitable to every man of God (Jew or 
Gentile). 

For Moses from ancient generations has in every city those who preach him, 
since he is read in the synagogues every Sabbath. 

Acts 15:21 

Torah vs. Law 

Why would James refer us to the teaching of the Torah to understand his 
instruction? To this day, most Gentile Christians have no idea what these three 
commandments are about. Furthermore, when Gentile Christian teachers study 
this area, they avoid sharing anything about it because the church is in direct 
conflict with its instruction. Quite simply, James said that Gentile Christians were 
to observe several specific commandments on methods of worship, foods we eat, 
and sexual behaviors just as taught by the Torah. Paul agreed with this instruction 
and carried it to the Gentiles. 

The Torah is the teaching that Yeshua came to fill full of meaning. It is the Torah 
that the believers of Yeshua were zealous about. The Torah is more than just the 
Law of Moses. Yes, it contains the commandments, but it also tells us about our 
fathers, the covenants, and the character of our God. It tells who God is, His Name, 
and His promises to all of us. It is the basis of our faith in Yeshua, God's Son, and 
His great work of Salvation. Paul never spoke against the Torah; he quoted it and 
taught from its examples. 

Paul's Enemies 

But Paul's enemies twisted this issue. While Paul taught that Jews were to continue 
circumcising their sons, he told the Gentiles not to do so. It was bound to happen. 
Somewhere along the line the story was changed to say that Paul was also telling 
Jews that they should not circumcise their sons either. From the moment of Paul's 
arrest in the temple, the rumor was enlarged to include speaking against the Jewish 

people, the entire Torah, the temple, and everything sacred. 



Men of Israel, come to our aid! This is the man [Paul] who preaches to all 
men everywhere against our people, and the Law, and this place; and besides 
he has even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place. 

Acts 21:28 

The first charges against Paul in Jerusalem were extremely inflated, all this from a 
rumor. 

For we have found this man a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension 
among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes. And he even tried to desecrate the temple; and then we arrested 
him. 

Acts 24:5-6 

Dealing with the Accusations 

The accusations against Paul are false and without basis. Paul didn't take Gentiles 
into the temple; they were believing Jews. Paul was not stirring up riots, he was 
preaching the Gospel. In other cities, non-believing Jews caused some riots and 
attempted to have Paul arrested, but here in Jerusalem, none of that had 
happened. Paul's accusers were trying to bring any charge they could against him. 
Listen to Paul's answer at the moment of his arrest in the temple. 

I [Paul] am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, 
educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being 
zealous for God, just as you all are today. 

Acts 22:3 

This is the Christian Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles, proclaiming that he is an 
observant Jew just like those in the temple. 

Paul had to be moved from Jerusalem to Caesarea when the Roman Tribune 
learned of an assassination plot against Paul. Paul's accusers didn't want to prove 
Paul wrong, they wanted to kill him. At his trial before Festus, the Roman governor, 
Paul repeats the same defense. 

And neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did 
they [Paul's accusers] find me [Paul] carrying on a discussion with anyone or 
causing a riot. Nor can they prove to you the charges of which they now 



accuse me. But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call 
a sect I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in 
accordance with the Law, and that is written in the Prophets; having a hope 
in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. In view of this, I also do 
my best to maintain always a blameless conscience both before God and 
before men. 

Acts 24:12-16 

According to Paul's defense, he stated that his belief in Yeshua and Yeshua's 
resurrection was not in conflict with his belief in the God of his fathers nor the Law 
and the Prophets. He said he was blameless before God and men. He said that he 
had not offended God's Law nor man's law. The book of Hebrews says that anyone 
setting aside the Law of Moses is guilty of death (Hebrews 10:28). Paul said he was 
blameless; therefore, Paul had not set aside the Law of Moses. 

while Paul said in his own defense, I have committed no offense either 
against the Law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar. 

Acts 25:8 

Was Paul's Defense the Truth? 

Is Paul telling the truth here? Remember, these statements are being made on the 
record in a legal proceeding, subject to perjury. Is Paul lying to protect himself? If 
you take the Gentile point of view, Festus agreed that there was no evidence 
against him, that the charges were false. 

Finally Paul was brought before King Herod. Herod was the Jewish King, as 
permitted by the Romans, and able to understand the nuances of the religious 
argument. Paul's testimony again proclaims his agreement with the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets. 

And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our 
fathers; the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, O King, I am being 
accused by Jews. And so, having obtained help from God, I stand to this day 
testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and 
Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer, and that by 



reason of His resurrection from the dead He should be the first to proclaim 
light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles. 

Acts 26:6-7,22-23 

If Paul was truly opposed to the Law of Moses and proclaiming that Yeshua was a 
replacement, then why didn't he say it? If Paul was teaching that we should not 
hold to Moses any longer, that the grace of God had replaced the Law, why didn't 
he give that testimony? Two choices remain. Either Paul was a liar, deceiving his 
brethren and he was lying at his trial; or, what he said was true. If he is speaking 
the truth, then every preacher since quoting Paul has misrepresented him in 
advocating Paul's opposition to the Torah, Moses and the Prophets. 

Paul's Background 

If we look deeper into the background of Paul, we find a man who had no trouble 
acting on his deepest beliefs. Prior to his faith in Yeshua, he participated in the 
effort to discredit, arrest, and punish believing Jews. His own testimony explains 
his role in Stephen's death. 

And when the blood of Thy witness Stephen was being shed, I also was 
standing by approving, and watching out for the cloaks of those who were 
slaying him. 

Acts 22:20 

Paul was very familiar with the trial of Stephen, the first martyr, and the charges he 
faced. Paul is the source of testimony for Luke to write about the story in Acts 6. 
The accusation against Stephen was similar to Paul's own rumor and accusations. 

It was false. 

Then they [Paul and his friends] secretly induced men to say, We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God.  And they 
[Paul and his friends] stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and 
they came upon him and dragged him away, and brought him before the 
Council. And they put forward false witnesses who said,  This man incessantly 
speaks against this holy place, and the Law; for we have heard him say that 
this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which 
Moses handed down to us. 

Acts 6:11-14 



Stephen had not spoken against the temple and the Law. He had not said that 
Yeshua would destroy the temple and do away with the customs of Moses. These 
were lies and trumped up charges in an effort to do harm to Stephen, and Paul is 

part of it. 

Clearly, Paul as a believer is telling the truth, even admitting his own misdeeds. Paul 
is clearly separating himself from his past of accusing Stephen of speaking against 
the temple and the customs of Moses. Any man today who makes a similar 
statement against Moses is speaking a lie as defined by the New Testament and the 
Apostle Paul. Quite simply, if you believe that Yeshua came to do away with the 
temple service and the Law of Moses, then you are believing the word of false 
witnesses. Paul was one of them and calls himself a false witness in this matter. 

What about the Galatians? 

Let's say Paul is being truthful and that he is an observant Jew, but what about 
Paul's instruction in the book of Galatians? Doesn't it say they were not to keep the 
Law? Doesn't it say that keeping the commandments causes you to fall from grace? 
Yes, it does. But, let's be clear about the facts. Whatever Paul is saying, he is not 
speaking against the Torah. He is not speaking against the Jewish people, 
Jerusalem, or the temple. He is not speaking against the teaching. He is speaking 
against something else. 

Remember the Jerusalem Council meeting, when believing Jews were trying to 
compel the Gentiles to be circumcised? Now in Galatia, some Gentiles are trying to 
compel the Gentiles to be circumcised. They, too, have told everyone that you must 
do it to be saved. They are presenting a new Gospel. This is no different from Acts 
15 where they debated the merits of salvation and it being separate from 
circumcision and the Law. The Galatians started believing that they should keep the 
Law of Moses for salvation. They believed that their faith was not counted for 
righteousness; they believed that righteousness came from keeping 
commandments. Paul recounts those days in Jerusalem and how they resisted. He 
clearly says that the motivation of the advocates was not to seek truth or 
understand the great work of salvation. It was an effort to subject the new Gentile 
believers to Jewish thinking in Jerusalem. 

But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled 
to be circumcised. But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked 



in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us 
into bondage. But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, 
so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you. 

Galatians 2:3-5 

The Galatian Conclusion 

This Galatian conclusion is exactly the same as from the meeting in Jerusalem. Paul 
argued that righteousness does not come from keeping commandments; it comes 
from believing the promises of God. In particular, he advocates the promise of God 
concerning His Son. This is called having faith in God. Paul repeats the story of 
Abraham and how his faith in a son to come was counted for righteousness. 
Nothing, including all the works of the Law, can do what Yeshua has done for us. 

nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but 
through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we 
may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by 
the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified. 

Galatians 2:16 

Old Lies are Hard to Overcome 

Paul's words are in agreement with Peter's words in Jerusalem. But old lies are hard 
to overcome. Paul confronted the Galatians with the same question posed by them 
in Jerusalem. Did the Holy Spirit come from keeping circumcision or keeping all the 

Law? 

This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having 
begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 

Galatians 3:2-3 

This lesson had been learned much earlier. Did Cornelius, the first Gentile believer, 
after receiving the Holy Spirit go on to circumcision or keeping the Law to gain his 
salvation? The obvious answer is No. The book of Galatians is not a new teaching 
about disregarding the Law or doing away with the Mosaic Covenant. It is 
consistent with the teaching of Peter, James, and the results of the Jerusalem 



Council meeting. Paul goes on to say that this behavior, additional requirements 
beyond Yeshua, proves a lack of faith in Yeshua's sacrifice. 

Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no 
benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, 
that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed 
from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from 
grace. 

Galatians 5:2-4 

It was Paul's testimony that no one is justified (saved) by keeping the Law. Paul was 
not trying to justify himself by keeping the Law. 

Why was Paul Observant? 

Then why is Paul an observant Jew? Why does Paul continue to keep the 
commandments? The answer is simple. Paul was an observant Jew because he 
loved the Lord his God with all his heart, with all his might, and with all his strength 
and … he loved his neighbor as himself. The Law (Torah) is summed up in these 
commandments. These are the same words of Yeshua. First, we are saved by faith, 
and then we obey His commandments because we love Him. Keeping 
commandments for salvation disqualifies your faith in the promises of salvation. 
Keeping commandments after salvation, however, enables you to know God and 

thus perfect your faith. The Apostle John says it this way. 

The one who says, I have come to know Him, and does not keep His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His 
word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that 
we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in 
the same manner as He walked. 

I John 2:4-6 

The Law of Moses was not done away with by Yeshua. It is not the teaching of the 
Apostles to do away with the Law. This controversy has more to do with rumors 
than with facts. Paul loved the Torah, the living Word of God, Yeshua the Messiah. 
To say otherwise is to prefer rumor and falsehood rather than the truth. 

  



Paul Said He Was NOT Teaching Against the 

Law 

Published by michel on July 23, 2021 

Today’s Question: 

Why Do You Believe that Paul the Apostle was NOT Teaching AGAINST Obeying the Old 

Testament Law? It seems pretty clear that Paul was teaching that. 

The Question Came from: Anonymous. 

Neighbor, I thank you for your question.  Before I try to answer your question in 
earnest, please let me do a couple of housekeeping things. 

First: Let me say that I do understand and respect that you sincerely believe what 
you say, when you say that you believe Paul was teaching that we should not honor 
the Old Testament Law anymore because of Christ.  I understand what you 
believe.  I understand why you believe that particular way.  I understand how you 
got there.  After all, it is what the vast majority of Christians are taught.  It is what 
most bible colleges teach.  It is what some bible passages appear to say when you 
do a surface reading all the Scriptures.  So, I place no condemnation upon you, if 
you start out believing that Paul the apostle was teaching against keeping God’s 
Law in the Old Testament.  All of that having been said however, I will have a 
problem with you, if you choose to remain in that belief, because the Weight of 
Biblical Evidence is OVERWHELMING, if you look at Scripture objectively, that Paul 
was clearly NOT teaching that believers should not keep God’s Commandments in 
written Scripture.  This is easily visible, and easily understandable to anyone who is 
willing to look at Scripture objectively.  Anyone with eyes to see; anyone with ears 
to hear; anyone that has a receptive heart that is good and fertile ground for the 
good seed of God’s Word; anyone with a willingness to be obedient to what God 
Says, should not have any problem understanding and believing the truth, when 
the case is concise and laid out before you. 

Those with ears to hear, let them hear what the Holy Spirit of God says to the 
churches. 

Second: There is literally a mountain of evidence that Paul the apostle was NOT 
teaching AGAINST keeping the Old Testament of written Scripture.  I will bring you 
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the evidence.  I will lay out the case for you is plainly as I can, but I will be doing it 
in a series of multiple podcasts and not a single episode, the way that I can kick lee 
answer questions.  This question is too critical to miss the answer.  So, I will be 

bringing you the evidence one piece at a time in multiple podcasts. 

We know that Paul was NOT teaching AGAINST keeping the Old Testament, 
because Paul SAID he was not teaching that. 

People who insist on saying that Paul was teaching that believers supposedly 
should NOT keep the Old Testament Commandments, are often willfully ignoring 
what Paul testify about his own teaching.  Paul overtly testified before magistrates 

that he was not teaching against the Law. 

As It Is Written: ““But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call 
a sect I do serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance 
with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; having a hope in God, which these 
men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the 
righteous and the wicked. “In view of this, I also do my best to maintain always a 
blameless conscience both before God and before men. (Acts 24:14–16 NASB95) 

• Paul overtly testified that he served the God of Isaac Abraham and Jacob, 
(the God of his fathers). Flat out, there is NO WAY to serve the God of Isaac 
Abraham and Jacob, (as Paul said that he did), without guarding the Torah. 
Rejecting God’s Commandments is the Biblical definition for SIN, and it 
always has been, (Hosea 8:1; Daniel 9:11; Isaiah 5:20–24; Romans 7:7; 1 John 
3:4), even by New Testament Standards: As it is Written: “Whosoever 
commits sin transgresses also the law: for sin is the transgression of the 
law*”*** (1 John 3:4). 

• Paul overtly testified that he, “Believed EVERYTHING in ACCORDANCE with 
the Law and the Prophets.” If Paul was truly teaching ‘Reject the Law’ ‘Don’t 
obey the Law’ ‘Do the opposite of what God’s Law teaches people to do in 
the Torah and in the prophets,’ if that’s what Paul was teaching, then there 
is NO WAY around it. That would mean that Paul boldface lied about what 
he believed practiced and preached in Acts 24:14-16). If Paul was truly 
teaching against honoring the Torah, then that also means by definition that 
Paul DID NOT truly believe, EVERYTHING in ACCORDANCE with the Law and 
the Prophets;” if he was teaching AGAINST those things. That is a serious 
problem that most Christians refuse to face or even attempt to reconcile. 
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• Paul overtly testified that he, “In view of this, I also do my best to maintain 
always a blameless conscience both before God and before men. If Paul was 
truly teaching ‘Reject the Law’ ‘Don’t obey the Law’ ‘Do the opposite of what 
God’s Law teaches people to do in the Torah and in the prophets,’ if that’s 
what Paul was teaching, then there is NO WAY around it. That would mean 
that Paul boldface lied when he testified that he always did his best to keep 
the clear conscience before God and before men. If Paul was actively 
teaching that people should reject the Law of God, then by any definition, 
Paul is promoting sin. If Paul is promoting what the Bible calls sin, and then 
there is not even the remotest possibility that Paul was doing his best to keep 
a blameless conscience before God and before men. By any standard of 
objective truth, if Paul was openly promoting sin, then there is no way, that 
Paul could be doing his best to keep the clear conscience. That statement 

would be a bold-faced lie. No two ways about it. 

As It Is Written: “After Paul arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem 
stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him which they could 
not prove, while Paul said in his own defense, “I have committed no offense either 
against the Law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar.” But Festus, 
wishing to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up 
to Jerusalem and stand trial before me on these charges?” But Paul said, “I am 
standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong 

to the Jews, as you also very well know. (Acts 25:7–10 NASB95) 

Here, the Apostle Paul makes two extraordinary claims before the magistrate 
Festus: 

• “I have committed no offense either against the Law of the Jews or against 
the temple or against Caesar.” 

• “I have done no wrong to the Jews.” 

If Paul was truly teaching ‘Reject the Law’ ‘Don’t obey the Law’ ‘Do the opposite of 
what God’s Law teaches people to do in the Torah and in the prophets,’ if that’s 
what Paul was teaching, then there is NO WAY around it.  The two statements that 
Paul made in Acts 25:7-10 would be a lie.  I mean, it could correctly be said that 
Paul had not committed offense against Caesar, but it could not correctly be said 
that he had committed no offense against the Law of the Jews.  Neither could it be 
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said that he had done no wrong to the Jews.  There’s no way that can be true in 
such a case. 

As It Is Written: “After three days Paul called together those who were the leading 
men of the Jews, and when they came together, he began saying to them, 
“Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our 
fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans. “And when they had examined me, they were willing to release me 
because there was no ground for putting me to death. “But when the Jews 
objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that I had any accusation against my 
nation. “For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, 
for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel.” They said to him, “We 
have neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the 
brethren come here and reported or spoken anything bad about you. (Acts 28:17–
21 NASB95) 

In his testimony, the Apostle Paul now makes his sixth declarative statement that 
he was NOT teaching against honoring the Torah of the Old Testament. 

“Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our 
fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans.  Once again, we have the same problem with this statement as are also 
true with the other five declarations. 

If Paul was truly teaching ‘Reject the Law’ ‘Don’t obey the Law’ ‘Do the opposite of 
what God’s Law teaches people to do in the Torah and in the prophets,’ if that’s 
what Paul was teaching, then there is NO WAY that Paul had done nothing against 
the customs of his fathers.  Such a statement would be a bold-faced lie.  Paul’s 
testimony and declaration could not possibly be true in such a case.  He would be 

openly lying, 

Revealing What Paul SAID 

(Acts 24:14–16; Acts 25:7-10; Acts 28:17-21) 

• Paul clearly said that he the God of Isaac Abraham and Jacob, served 
• Paul clearly said that he believed EVERYTHING, and that he was in 

ACCORDANCE with the Law and the Prophets. 
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• Paul said that he always did his best to maintain a clear conscience before 
god and before man. 

• Paul said that he had committed no offense against the Law of the Jews, nor 
against the temple, nor again Cesar. 

• Paul said that he had done no wrong to the Jews. 
• Paul said that he had done nothing against the customs of the Jewish fathers.  

Six times Paul the apostle openly testified that he was NOT believing, he was NOT 
practicing, he was not teaching, and he was NOT promoting AGAINST honoring the 
Torah of written Scripture.  He made six clear statements to that affect. 

If Paul was truly teaching ‘Reject the Law’ ‘Don’t obey the Law’ ‘Do the opposite of 
what God’s Law teaches people to do in the Torah and in the prophets,’ if that’s 
what Paul was teaching, then there is NO WAY around it.  If call truly taut against 
honoring the Torah of YHWH, then that means that Paul LIED no less than 6 times 
in the book of Acts.  If Paul was telling the truth in his own testimony, then there is 
no possibility that Paul was truly teaching against honoring the Torah, (which 
means that Christians are misunderstanding Paul when they believe he was 
teaching against honoring the law). 

On the other hand, IF Christians have a right, and Paul was truly teaching against 
keeping the Commandments of the Old Testament, like Christians think he was, 
then that means that Paul openly lied six times in the book of Acts, when he SAID 
that he believed and he was NOT teaching contrary to Law. IF Paul was truly 
teaching do not obey the Commandments, as most Christians believe that he was, 
then there is NO CHANCE, but Paul was telling the truth about what he believed, 
what he practiced and what he did in the book of Acts. 

• If Paul was telling the truth about what he believed practiced and preached, 
then he could not have been teaching against honoring God’s Law, because 
he openly said he was not teaching that. 

• On the other hand, if Paul was truly teaching don’t honor YHWH’S 
Commandments, when he openly testified it is not teaching AGAINST the 
Commandments, that leaves no other option than Paul was LYING. 

• Here is the staggering implication. Paul the apostle was truly teaching against 
honoring God’s Law, when he clearly said he was not teaching that, then Paul 
would be LYING. Paul was a liar, then he is not even saved, let alone an 
Apostle, (Revelation 21:8). If Paul is a liar and he’s not saved because he lied 
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about what he’s teaching, then nothing that Paul wrote in his letters with the 
valid anyway. That blows up 2/3 of the New Testament. 

• Conversely, if Paul was telling the truth, that also means that we must believe 
that Paul was NOT teaching people to disregard the Old Testament, and not 
to honor the Commandments of written Scripture, because that is what Paul 
said about his own teaching. The uneasy implication there though, means 
that modern Christians have it wrong when they insist on claiming that Paul 
was teaching against honoring the Torah of YHWH period Paul could not have 
been teaching what Christians claim that he was teaching, because Paul 
openly said he was not. 

For the record, I believe that Paul was telling the truth.  I believe that Paul is a 
legitimate Apostle of Jesus Christ.  By the same token, that also means that Paul 
could not have been teaching against honoring God’s Commandments in written 
Scripture, because Paul repeatedly clearly said that he was not teaching that, 
which means Christians are clearly misunderstanding Paul, when they insist on 
using Paul to teach against honoring and against Obeying God’s Commandments. 

Thank you for your kind attention 

Brother Michel Lankford 

 

 


