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When Congress authorized $80 billion this year to beef up Internal Revenue Service 
enforcement and staffing, Republican House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 
invoked the language of war to warn that “Democrats’ new army of 87,000 IRS 

agents will be coming for you.” 

A video quickly went viral racking up millions of views, purporting to show a bunch 
of clumsy bureaucrats receiving firearms training, prompting alarm that the IRS 
would be engaged in military-style raids of ordinary taxpayers. The GOP claims 
were widely attacked as exaggerations – since the video, though from the IRS, 
didn’t show official agent training – but the criticism has shed light on a growing 
trend: the rapid arming of the federal government. 

A report issued last year by the watchdog group Open The Books, “The 
Militarization of The U.S. Executive Agencies,” found that more than 200,000 
federal bureaucrats now have been granted the authority to carry guns and make 
arrests – more than the 186,000 Americans serving in the U.S. Marine Corps. “One 
hundred three executive agencies outside of the Department of Defense spent $2.7 
billion on guns, ammunition, and military-style equipment between fiscal years 
2006 and 2019 (inflation adjusted),” notes the report. “Nearly $1 billion ($944.9 
million) was spent between fiscal years 2015 and 2019 alone.” 

The watchdog reports that the Department of Health and Human Services has 
1,300 guns including one shotgun, five submachine guns, and 189 automatic 
firearms. NASA has its own fully outfitted SWAT team, with all the attendant 
weaponry, including armored vehicles, submachine guns, and breeching shotguns. 
The Environmental Protection Agency has purchased drones, GPS trackers, radar 
equipment, and night vision goggles, in addition to stockpiling firearms. 
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A 2018 Government Accountability Office report noted that the IRS had 4,487 guns 
and 5,062,006 rounds of ammunition in inventory at the end of 2017  – before the 
enforcement funding boost this year. The IRS did not respond to requests for 
information, though the IRS’ Criminal Investigation division does put out an annual 
report detailing basic information such as how many warrants the agency is 
executing in a given year.  

Yet more than a hundred executive agencies have armed investigators, and there 
doesn’t appear to be any independent authority actively monitoring or tracking 
the use of force across the federal government.  

When asked about the need for such lethal material, agency officials typically speak 
only in general terms about security concerns. Agencies contacted by 
RealClearInvestigations from HHS to EPA declined to provide, or said they did not 
have, comprehensive statistics on how often their firearms are used, or details on 
how they conduct armed operations. 

“I would be amazed if that data exists in any way,” said Trevor Burrus, a research 
fellow in constitutional and criminal law at the libertarian CATO Institute. “Over 
the years of working on this, it’s quite shocking how much they try to not have 

their stuff tracked on any level.” 

Abigail Blanco, an economics professor at the University of Tampa, and the co-
author of “Tyranny Comes Home: The Domestic Fate of U.S. Militarism,” told  RCI 
that the militarization of the federal government appears to track closely with the 

increased militarization of local police. 

Blanco cites data in her book from criminologist Peter Kraska, who found that about 
20% of small-town police departments had SWAT-style teams in the mid-1980s, 
deployed about 3,000 times annually. After the creation of a federal program in 
1997 to arm local police with surplus military equipment, about 90% of small-town 
police departments had SWAT teams by the early 2000s and those units were being 
deployed 45,000 times annually. Current estimates suggest those SWAT teams are 
deployed as many as 80,000 times a year. 

By and large, the arming of the federal bureaucracy is a relatively recent 
phenomenon: Some 74,500 federal agents had firearm authority in 1996, a number 
that has nearly tripled since then. Some of the increase is due to agencies taking 
responsibility for the security of their own buildings. The Department of Veterans 
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Affairs, for example, did not have a police force in 1995, but by 2018 it had nearly 
4,000 armed officers, mostly dedicated to guarding the agency’s hospitals and 
other medical sites. 

“We can all understand the dangerous world out there,” said Adam Andrzejewski, 
the  CEO of Open The Books – and thus, he said, the need for some heavy weaponry 
in the Departments of Homeland Security and Justice. “But some of these other 

agencies, like Health and Human Services, they’ve got machine guns?” 

Andrzejewski said that when he asked HHS about its arsenal, the agency spoke only 
in general terms about the dangers employees faced. It did not detail an increase 
in threats or provide specific examples of cases where such weapons would be 
required. 

“Our investigations often involve undercover work, surveillance, as well as arrest 
and search warrants,” the agency said in a statement to Open The Books. “Our 
special agents have confiscated hundreds of firearms and arrested individuals who 
had direct access to firearms and other weapons. In order to keep our agents safe 
and allow them to do their jobs effectively, we use typical law enforcement 
equipment, including firearms and ballistic vests.” 

All that weaponry raises questions about whether the 200,000 armed federal 
agents are getting adequate weapons and safety training. HHS did not respond to 
a request to comment on the $14 million in guns, ammunition, and military 
equipment it purchased between 2015 and 2019 or its new National Training 
Operations Center within the Washington, D.C. Beltway. There’s also another 
government agency – Federal Law Enforcement Training Centers – with locations 
in six states. That agency also declined to speak with RCI for this article. 

According to Burrus of the Cato Institute, recent history helps explain the 
militarization of the federal government. “This is 20 years of the war on terror, with 
the production of an excessive amount of access to weaponry,” he says. 

The Homeland Security Act of 2002 extended law enforcement authority to 
special agents of 24 Offices of Inspectors General in agencies throughout the 
government, with additional provisions to enable other OIGs to qualify for law 
enforcement authority. Though OIG offices are often thought of as being 
responsible for policing internal corruption at executive agencies, they are also 
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tasked with conducting external criminal and civil investigations regarding the use 
of agency resources. 

As a result, even obscure agencies such as the U.S. Railroad Retirement Board’s 
Office of Inspector General now have armed federal agents. This summer, before 
the expansion of the IRS was approved by Congress, Republican congressman Matt 
Gaetz specifically singled out the RRB as an example of the excesses of an armed 
bureaucracy when he introduced a bill to stop federal agencies from stockpiling 
ammunition. 

The Railroad Retirement Board was the only federal agency to respond to RCI’s 
requests for comment for this article. Jill F. Roellig, a manager and program analyst 
at the RRB in Chicago, countered that the agency distributes $13 billion in 
retirement and health benefits each year. “As you know, with government 
payments, there’s fraud associated with it, and our job is to investigate those types 
of fraud cases,” she said. “[RRB agents] execute search warrants, do surveillance, 
they interview targets, they make arrests, they do all types of things that law 
enforcement agencies do in order to do oversight and fight fraud in the RRB’s 
programs. It’s a national program, as well.” 

While fraud investigations might be an important part of RRB’s mission, the agency 
has had police powers for only 20 of the agency’s 87 years of existence. When 
asked, Roellig said she didn’t know how the agency conducted fraud investigations 
prior to 2002, but did note that the RRB’s investigators regularly worked with the 
FBI and law enforcement agencies. 

Still, federal agencies doing their own criminal investigations raises important 
constitutional and civil rights questions that have never really been addressed.  
Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency raided a number of small auto 
shops across the country for allegedly selling equipment that helped car owners 
circumvent emissions regulations. The auto shop owners say that the emissions 
equipment they were installing was part of the process of turning street legal cars 
into vehicles that are solely dedicated to being used on racetracks – an activity 
that’s not necessarily illegal. 

“It was 12 armed federal agents, and they had little EPA badges on and everything,” 
John Lund, the owner of Lund Racing in West Chester, Pennsylvania, told the 
Washington Examiner. “They had a search warrant for conspiracy to sell defeat 
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devices. They basically went around the building, and they did forensics — physical 
forensics, digital forensics on the laptops, and we were compliant.” 

The EPA’s aggressive enforcement of emissions standards for race cars, resulting in 
at most civil fines, prompted Republican Rep. Patrick Henry of North Carolina to 
introduce the RPM Act (short for Recognizing the Protection of Motorsports Act) to 
clarify the legality of emissions rules on race cars. The bill attracted 133 co-sponsors 

– including 30 Democrats. 

The bill was first introduced in 2016, when a House oversight committee held a 
hearing titled “Racing to Regulate: EPA’s Latest Overreach on Amateur Drivers.” Six 
years later, the RPM Act is still languishing in Congress – prompting a visit from 
racing legend Richard Petty in July to lobby for the bill. 

The EPA did not respond to a request for comment, but last year the agency issued 
a brief statement defending the raids on the auto shops: “Our agents are 
necessarily armed when they investigate persons alleged to have knowingly 
violated the law, and our investigations are often conducted in the company of 
local/state law enforcement and pursuant to judicially approved subpoenas.” 

While it’s hardly a new complaint that federal bureaucracies are overstepping their 
rulemaking authority and usurping congress’ legislative powers, the idea that 
executive agencies are broadly empowered to effectively create their own laws 
and go out and enforce them with armed federal agents is another matter. 

“So many of the regulations that can be enforced at the point of a gun have almost 
nothing to do with what people would normally call dangerous crime, that would 
be the kind of thing where you might want armed agents there,” said Burrus. “And 
especially coming from agencies such as the EPA and other agencies that are more 
quality-of-life agencies dealing with regulatory infractions, rather than involved in 
solving real crimes.” 

Critics say allowing federal agencies to perform their own law enforcement 
removes an important layer of accountability that existed when unarmed federal 
investigators were forced to cooperate with local authorities. 

“If there’s a dispute the EPA has with a rancher where they want to come in with 
armed agents, you’re much better off coming in with a local sheriff who is 
probably familiar with the person in the situation,” says Peter Schweizer, 
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president of the Government Accountability Institute. “With the sheriff you have 
an independent person if something goes wrong. Otherwise, you’re taking the 
word of this government agency, where the law enforcement mechanism is the 
same as the bureaucracy that’s alleging the violations. It’s a real opportunity for 
damaging people’s rights in a major way.” 

This article was originally published by RealClearInvestigations and made 
available via RealClearWire. 
  



HUFFPOST 

SWAT Team Mania: The War Against the American Citizen 

General incompetence, collateral damage (fatalities, property damage, etc.) and 
botched raids tend to go hand in hand with an overuse of paramilitary forces. In 
some cases, officers misread the address on the warrant. 
 

By John W. Whitehead, Contributor 
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The militarization of American police -- no doubt a blowback effect of the military 
empire -- has become an unfortunate part of American life. In fact, it says 
something about our reliance on the military that federal agencies having nothing 
whatsoever to do with national defense now see the need for their own 
paramilitary units. Among those federal agencies laying claim to their own law 
enforcement divisions are the State Department, Department of Education, 
Department of Energy, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Park Service, 
to name just a few.  

These agencies have secured the services of fully armed agents -- often in SWAT 
team attire -- through a typical bureaucratic slight-of-hand provision allowing for 
the creation of Offices of Inspectors General (OIG). Each OIG office is supposedly 
charged with not only auditing their particular agency's actions but also uncovering 
possible misconduct, waste, fraud, theft, or certain types of criminal activity by 
individuals or groups related to the agency's operation. At present, there are 73 
such OIG offices in the federal government that, at times, perpetuate a police state 
aura about them. 

For example, it was heavily armed agents from one such OIG office, working under 
the auspices of the Department of Education, who forced their way into the home 
of a California man, handcuffed him, and placed his three children (ages 3, 7, and 
11) in a squad car while they conducted a search of his home. This federal SWAT 
team raid, which is essentially what it was, on the home of Kenneth Wright on 
Tuesday, June 7, 2011, was allegedly intended to ferret out information on Wright's 
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estranged wife, Michelle, who no longer lives with him and who was suspected of 
financial aid fraud (early news reports characterized the purpose of the raid as 
being over Michelle's delinquent student loans).  

According to Wright, he was awakened at 6 a.m. by the sound of agents battering 
down his door and, upon descending the stairs, was immediately subdued by 
police. One neighbor actually witnessed the team of armed agents surround the 
house and, after forcing entry, they "dragged [Wright] out in his boxer shorts, threw 
him to the ground and handcuffed him." 

This is not the first time a SWAT team has been employed in non-violent scenarios. 
Nationwide, SWAT teams have been employed to address an astonishingly trivial 
array of criminal activity or mere community nuisances: angry dogs, domestic 
disputes, improper paperwork filed by an orchid farmer, and misdemeanor 
marijuana possession, to give a brief sampling. In some instances, SWAT teams are 
even employed, in full armament, to perform routine patrols. 

How did we allow ourselves to travel so far down the road to a police state? While 
we are now grappling with a power-hungry police state at the federal level, the 
militarization of domestic American law enforcement is largely the result of the 
militarization of local police forces, which are increasingly militaristic in their 
uniforms, weaponry, language, training, and tactics and have come to rely on SWAT 
teams in matters that once could have been satisfactorily performed by traditional 
civilian officers. Even so, this transformation of law enforcement at the local level 
could not have been possible without substantial assistance from up high. 

Frequently justified as vital tools necessary to combat terrorism and deal with rare 
but extremely dangerous criminal situations, such as those involving hostages, 
SWAT teams -- which first appeared on the scene in California in the 1960s -- have 
now become intrinsic parts of local law enforcement operations, thanks in large 
part to substantial federal assistance. For example, in 1994, the U.S. Department 
of Justice and the Department of Defense agreed to a memorandum of 
understanding that enabled the transfer of federal military technology to local 
police forces.  

Following the passage of the Defense Authorization Security Act of 1997, which was 
intended to accelerate the transfer of military equipment to domestic law 
enforcement departments, local police acquired military weaponry -- gratuitously 
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or at sharp discounts -- at astonishing rates. Between 1997 and 1999, the agency 
created by the Defense Authorization Security Act conveyed 3.4 million orders of 
military equipment to over 11,000 local police agencies in all 50 states. Not only did 
this vast abundance of military weaponry contribute to a more militarized police 
force, but it also helped spur the creation of SWAT teams in jurisdictions across the 
country. 

In one of the few quantitative studies on the subject, criminologist Peter Kraska 
found in 1997 that close to 90 percent of cities with populations exceeding 50,000 
and at least 100 sworn officers had at least one paramilitary unit. In a separate 
study, Kraska determined that, as of 1996, 65 percent of towns with populations 
between 25,000 and 50,000 had a paramilitary unit, with an additional 8 percent 

intending to establish one.  

While the frequency of SWAT operations has increased dramatically in recent 
years, jumping from 1,000 to 40,000 raids per year \ by 2001, it appears to have 
less to do with increases in violent crime and more to do with law enforcement 
bureaucracy and a police state mentality. Indeed, according to Kraska's estimates, 
75-80 percent of SWAT callouts are now for mere warrant service. In some 
jurisdictions, SWAT teams are responsible for servicing 100 percent of all drug 
warrants issued. A Maryland study, conducted in the wake of a botched raid in 2008 
that resulted in the mistaken detainment of Berwyn Heights mayor Cheye Calvo 
and the shooting deaths of his two dogs, corroborates Kraska's findings. According 
to the study, SWAT teams are deployed 4.5 times per day in Maryland with 94 
percent of those deployments being for something as minor as serving search or 
arrest warrants. In the county in which the Calvo raid occurred, more than 50 
percent of SWAT operations carried out were for misdemeanors or non-serious 
felonies.  

This overuse of paramilitary forces and increased reliance on military weaponry has 
inevitably resulted in a pervasive culture of militarism in domestic law 
enforcement. Police mimicry of the military is enhanced by the war-heavy imagery 
and metaphors associated with law enforcement activity: the war on drugs, the war 
on crime, etc. Moreover, it is estimated that 46 percent of paramilitary units were 
trained by "active-duty military experts in special operations." In turn, the military 
mindset adopted by many SWAT members encourages a tendency to employ lethal 
force. After all, soldiers are authorized to terminate enemy combatants. As 
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Lawrence Korb, a former official in the Reagan Administration, put it, soldiers are 
"trained to vaporize, not Mirandize." 

Ironically, despite the fact that SWAT team members are subject to greater legal 
restraints than their counterparts in the military, they are often less well-trained in 
the use of force than are the special ops soldiers on which they model themselves. 
Indeed, SWAT teams frequently fail to conform to the basic precautions required 
in military raids. For instance, after reading about a drug raid in Missouri, an army 
officer currently serving in Afghanistan commented:  

My first thought on reading this story is this: Most American police SWAT teams 
probably have fewer restrictions on conducting forced entry raids than do US forces 
in Afghanistan. For our troops over here to conduct any kind of forced entry, day 
or night, they have to meet one of two conditions: have a bad guy (or guys) inside 
actively shooting at them; or obtain permission from a 2-star general, who must be 
convinced by available intelligence (evidence) that the person or persons they're 
after is present at the location, and that it's too dangerous to try less coercive 
methods.  

Remember, SWAT teams originated as specialized units dedicated to defusing 
extremely sensitive, dangerous situations. As the role of paramilitary forces has 
expanded, however, to include involvement in nondescript police work targeting 
nonviolent suspects, the mere presence of SWAT units has actually injected a level 
of danger and violence into police-citizen interactions that was not present as long 
as these interactions were handled by traditional civilian officers. In one drug raid, 
for instance, an unarmed pregnant woman was shot as she attempted to flee the 
police by climbing out a window. In another case, the girlfriend of a drug suspect 
and her young child crouched on the floor in obedience to police instructions during 
the execution of a search warrant. One officer proceeded to shoot the family dogs. 
His fellow officer, in another room, mistook the shots for hostile gunfire and fired 
blindly into the room where the defendant crouched, killing her and wounding her 
child. 

What we are witnessing is an inversion of the police-civilian relationship. Rather 
than compelling police officers to remain within constitutional bounds as servants 
of the people, ordinary Americans are being placed at the mercy of law 
enforcement. This is what happens when paramilitary forces are used to conduct 
ordinary policing operations, such as executing warrants on nonviolent defendants. 
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Yet studies indicate that paramilitary raids frequently result in misdemeanor 
convictions. An investigation by Denver's Rocky Mountain News revealed that of 
the 146 no-knock raids conducted in Denver in 2000, only 49 resulted in charges. 

And only two resulted in prison sentences for suspects targeted in the raids.  

General incompetence, collateral damage (fatalities, property damage, etc.) and 
botched raids tend to go hand in hand with an overuse of paramilitary forces. In 
some cases, officers misread the address on the warrant. In others, they simply 
barge into the wrong house or even the wrong building. In another subset of cases 
(such as the Department of Education raid on Kenneth Wright's home), police 
conduct a search of a building where the suspect no longer resides. SWAT teams 
have even on occasion conducted multiple, sequential raids on wrong addresses or 
executed search warrants despite the fact that the suspect is already in police 
custody. Police have also raided homes on the basis of mistaking the presence or 
scent of legal substances for drugs. Incredibly, these substances have included 
tomatoes, sunflowers, fish, elderberry bushes, kenaf plants, hibiscus, and ragweed. 

All too often, botched SWAT team raids have resulted in one tragedy after another 
for the residents with little consequences for law enforcement. Judges tend to 
afford extreme levels of deference to police officers who have mistakenly killed 
innocent civilians but do not afford similar leniency to civilians who have injured 
police officers in acts of self-defense. Even homeowners who mistake officers for 
robbers can be sentenced for assault or murder if they take defensive actions 
resulting in harm to police.  

And as journalist Radley Balko shows in his in-depth study of police militarization, 
the shock-and-awe tactics utilized by many SWAT teams only increases the 
likelihood that someone will get hurt. Drug warrants, for instance, are typically 
served by paramilitary units late at night or shortly before dawn. Unfortunately, to 
the unsuspecting homeowner -- especially in cases involving mistaken identities or 
wrong addresses -- a raid can appear to be nothing less than a violent home 
invasion, with armed intruders crashing through their door. The natural reaction 
would be to engage in self-defense. Yet such a defensive reaction on the part of a 
homeowner, particularly a gun owner, will spur officers to employ lethal force.  

That's exactly what happened to Jose Guerena, the young ex-Marine who was killed 
after a SWAT team kicked open the door of his Arizona home during a drug raid and 
opened fire. According to news reports, Guerena, 26 years old and the father of 
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two young children, grabbed a gun in response to the forced invasion but never 
fired. In fact, the safety was still on his gun when he was killed. Police officers were 
not as restrained. The young Iraqi war veteran was allegedly fired upon 71 times. 
Guerena had no prior criminal record, and the police found nothing illegal in his 
home.  

The problems inherent in these situations are further compounded by the fact that 
SWAT teams are granted "no-knock" warrants at high rates such that the warrants 
themselves are rendered practically meaningless. This sorry state of affairs is made 
even worse by recent U.S. Supreme Court rulings that have essentially done away 
with the need for a "no-knock" warrant altogether, giving the police authority to 
disregard the protections afforded American citizens by the Fourth Amendment.  

In the process, Americans are rendered altogether helpless and terror-stricken as a 
result of these confrontations with the police. Indeed, "terrorizing" is a mild term 
to describe the effect on those who survive such vigilante tactics. "It was terrible. 
It was the most frightening experience of my life. I thought it was a terrorist attack," 
said 84-year-old Leona Goldberg, a victim of such a raid. Yet this type of 
"terrorizing" activity is characteristic of the culture that we have created. As author 
Eugene V. Walker, a former Boston University professor, wrote some years ago, "A 
society in which people are already isolated and atomized, divided by suspicious 
and destructive rivalry, would support a system of terror better than a society 
without much chronic antagonism." 

  



 

THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

Beware the U.S. Education Department SWAT team 

By Brian M Walsh, Jun 14, 2011  

 

Add the U.S. Department of Education to the list of federal agencies that can 
invade your home at gunpoint and hold you and your family in custody for hours. 

Kenneth Wright learned this the hard way last week, when federal "education" 
agents busted down the front door of his Stockton, Calif., home at 6 in the morning. 

"They surrounded the house; it was like a task force or SWAT team," a neighbor 
told a national news affiliate. "They all had guns. They dragged him out in his boxer 
shorts, threw him to the ground and handcuffed him." 

Wright's terrified children -- ages 3, 9 and 11 -- were forced to sit in a patrol car for 
two hours. Wright himself was in custody for six hours. "I felt really bad for those 
kids," a neighbor said. 

Federal agents for the Education Department's inspector general executed a very 
broad search warrant and seized paperwork and a personal computer. Wright says 
the law enforcement agents -- who reportedly included 13 with the Education 
Department and one or two Stockton police officers -- told him they were 
investigating his estranged wife's use of federal aid for students. But she doesn't 
even live in his house. 

A federal spokesman tried to distance the Education Department from the raid by 
emphasizing that the IG runs a "semi-independent office." But that begs the 
question of why a federal agency overseeing education policy should have an IG 
who can send agents armed with guns into Americans' homes. Or why the 

department has SWAT-style teams of agents to begin with. 

In yet another Orwellian development, the Education Department IG provides an 
anonymous tip line encouraging Americans to inform on each other. This is 
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reminiscent of the Obama White House asking Americans in 2010 to report on 
friends and neighbors who said anything "fishy" about Obamacare in private 
conversations. 

The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center says that it trains agents for "over 80 
federal agencies." These include the Secret Service, Bureau of Prisons, and similar 
agencies that one would expect. 

But the list includes dozens of federal agencies with no business training and 
fielding armed officers. Who wants early-morning armed break-ins by the 
Department of Agriculture, Railroad Retirement Board, Bureau of Land 
Management, Tennessee Valley Authority, Office of Personnel Management, and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

If these agencies occasionally have a legitimate need for force to execute a warrant, 
they should be required to call a real law enforcement agency, one that has a better 
sense of perspective. The FBI, for example, can draw upon its vast experience to 
determine whether there is an actual need for a dozen SWAT agents. 

Too many federal agencies with overlapping jurisdictions and authorizing statutes 
are intent on "solving" problems through criminal investigation, prosecution and 
punishment. 

And too many of those same agencies have the ability to create criminal liability 
through regulations. A 6 a.m. raid could happen to anyone whom the federal 
government targets. 

The use of SWAT teams is part of a troubling national trend. Peter Kraska, in a Cato 
Institute report, estimates that SWAT teams now make 40,000 raids on citizens 
each year. Paramilitary raids by out-of-control federal agencies against ordinary 
citizens, who may not have violated any law, are a growing threat to our safety. 

The fact that the Department of Education conducted a SWAT-style raid should 
outrage. Giving the federal government too many laws, too many regulations and 
too many armed agents is a formula for disaster for our individual rights and 
freedom. 

Brian W. Walsh is a senior research fellow in the Heritage Foundation's Center for 
Legal and Judicial Studies. 



First appeared in The Washington Examiner 

  



WE ARE THE MIGHTY 

NASA has a SWAT team, and they’re good 

Published November 13, 2022 

If you think it’s hard getting tickets to a summer blockbuster on opening night, try 
getting into Kennedy Space Center these days to see a Space Shuttle launch. After 
two and a half years of anticipation, people around the world want to see NASA 
boost back into action and the show sells out quick. Thinking about slipping in 
through the back door? Think again. Along with the formidable force of standard 
security at Kennedy, a highly trained and specialized group of guardians protect the 
Center from would-be troublemakers. They are the members of the Kennedy Space 
Center Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team and they mean business. 

“We’re here 24-7,” said SWAT commander David Fernandez. “There’s never a point 
when SWAT is not here, so we’re ready to respond to something if needed at a 
moment’s notice.” 

NASA contracts the 29-member team from Space Gateway Support (SGS) to protect 
Kennedy’s employees, visitors, and national assets like the Space Shuttle from any 
potential threat. The SWAT team carefully prepares for special events like launch 
day and the arrival of astronauts and VIPs, but it also stands ready every day for 
possible problems that may arise. 

After climbing wall obstacles, Emergency Response Team members from Kennedy 
move to the next challenge during a SWAT Round-Up International event. (Photo 
credit: NASA/Jim Grossmann) 

Additionally, the SWAT team provides support to Kennedy security when special 
expertise may be needed to diffuse a dangerous situation. Skills like rappelling, 
defensive tactics, or marksmanship may be used to help keep the peace. 

To stay sharp and fit for their job, members of the team have to pass annual 
physical fitness tests and maintain updated certifications for using their weapons. 

https://www.wearethemighty.com/
https://www.wearethemighty.com/mighty-trending/nasa-has-a-swat-team-and-theyre-good/
https://www.wearethemighty.com/mighty-culture/earth-planets-might-be-common/


“The training that we do out here is very intense sometimes,” Fernandez said. “But 
that’s because we’re at a stage which could be considered by some to be advanced. 
The training has to be more intense and challenging.” 

As a part of staying in shape, members of the Kennedy Space Center SWAT team 
participate in competitions with the most elite teams around the world. SWAT 
officers hone their skills in events testing their speed and accuracy with special 
weapons and equipment. In 2019, the team from Kennedy placed 10th out of 55 
teams at the annual SWAT Roundup in Orlando, Fla. 

SWAT team logo Members of the SWAT team admit that one of the best parts of 
their job is getting the “big-boy toys.” But senior officer Eric Munsterman said there 
is also a rewarding bond they share with one another. 

Members of the Emergency Response team, or ERT, carry a battering ran and 
equipment through an obstacle area during an event of the SWAT Round-Up 
International. Photo credit: NASA/Jim Grossmann 

“In the civilian world, outside of police work or fire work, I don’t see where you’re 
going to find [camaraderie] as strongly as we develop it,” Munsterman said.  

They may have their differences during the week, but when they suit up and go to 
work, that all goes away, Munsterman said. 

Through a strong commitment to each other, members of the SWAT team ensure 
things at Kennedy stay safe. If you plan to come see a Space Shuttle launch, make 
sure you have a ticket. 

“If anybody means harm to the astronauts or anyone else that works out here, 
they’re not getting past us,” Munsterman said. 

  

https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/individuals-communities/preparedness-activities-webinars/community-emergency-response-team


BlackFive 

The IRS has a SWAT team?  

Thursday, June 13, 2013  

Sadly yes. 

 Rep. Jeff Duncan wants to know why IRS law enforcement agents are 
training  with AR-15 rifles.  

As chairman of the House Homeland Security oversight subcommittee, Duncan  (R-
S.C.) toured a federal law enforcement facility in late May and noticed  agents 
training with the semi-automatic weapons at a firing range. They  identified 

themselves as IRS, he said. 

“When I left there, it’s been bugging me for weeks now, why IRS agents 
are  training with a semi-automatic rifle AR-15, which has stand-off 
capability,”  Duncan told POLITICO. “Are Americans that much of a target that you 
need that  kind of capability?”  

I have known about this for many years. One of the low lights of my career came 
when I gave some door-kicking training to one of the IRS SWAT teams. They had all 
the gear and none of the skills necessary. This is another symptom of the 
militarization of law enforcement in this country, and even worse the 
empowerment of bureaucracy with the ultimate tools of the state. Comply or we 
will kill you.  

I can say that I didn't do anywhere near as good a job training the IRS folks as I could 
have. Mainly it involved trying to get them to stop forming the semi-circle of death 
and shooting each other. Plus stopping all of them from yelling conflicting 
instructions at the same time to the people they were trying to arrest. I also audited 
their gear and levied a tax on several items I had a better use for than they did. Fair 
is fair. 

Posted by Uncle Jimbo on Thursday, June 13, 2013 at 09:06 AM  

https://www.blackfive.net/main/
https://www.blackfive.net/main/2013/06/the-irs-has-a-swat-team.html
https://www.blackfive.net/main/2013/06/the-irs-has-a-swat-team.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/06/jeff-duncan-irs-rifle-training-92662.html?hp=r1
https://profile.typepad.com/unclejimbo


CATO 

U.S. Tactical Teams 

U.S. Department of Energy 

https://ntc.doe.gov/SRT/ 

▪ Special Response Teams (SRT) 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

http://www.ice.gov/ 

▪ Customs and Border Protection (CBP)  
▪ U.S. Border Patrol 

▪ Federal Protective Service (FPS) – Special Response Teams 
▪ U.S. Coast Guard  

▪ Maritime Safety and Security Team (MSST) 
▪ Maritime Security Response Team (MSRT) 
▪ Tactical Law Enforcement Teams (TACLET) 
▪ Helicopter Interdiction Tactical Squadron (HITRON) 
▪ Vessel Boarding Security Teams (VBST) 

▪ U.S. Secret Service  
▪ Counter Sniper (CS) Unit and Counter Assault Team (CAT) 

United States Department of Justice 

▪ Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives – Special 
Response Teams (SRT) 

▪ Drug Enforcement Administration – Foreign-deployed Advisory 
and Support Teams (FAST) 

▪ Federal Bureau of Investigation  
▪ Hostage Rescue Team and FBI Special Weapons and 

Tactics Teams 
▪ Federal Bureau of Prisons – Special Operations Response Team 

(SORT) 

▪ U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) 

https://catonews.org/
https://ntc.doe.gov/SRT/
https://catonews.org/swat-agencies/
http://www.ice.gov/
http://www.cbp.gov/border-security/along-us-borders/operations/special-operations
http://www.dhs.gov/federal-protective-service-0
http://www.uscg.mil/msst91109/
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/cg532/pwcs.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/pacarea/pactaclet/
http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/hitron/
http://www.uscg.mil/d5/sectDelawarebay/Response/VBST.asp
http://www.secretservice.gov/whoweare_ud.shtml
https://www.atf.gov/publications/factsheets/factsheet-special-response-teams.html/
https://www.atf.gov/publications/factsheets/factsheet-special-response-teams.html/
http://www.drugenforcementedu.org/careers/dea-fast-team/
http://www.drugenforcementedu.org/careers/dea-fast-team/
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cirg/tactical-operations/
http://www.usmarshals.gov/district/va-w/tacteam/


U.S. Department of State 

▪ Bureau of Diplomatic Security – Office of Mobile Security 
Deployments (MSD) 

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

▪ U.S. Mint Police – Special Response Teams (SRT) 

Independent Federal Agencies 

▪ Amtrak Police – Mobile Tactical Unit (MTU) 
▪ Central Intelligence Agency Security Protective Service (SPS) – 

Special Response Team (SRT) 
▪ Pentagon Force Protection Agency  

▪ Pentagon Police Directorate – Emergency Response Team 
(ERT) 

▪ U.S. Capitol Police – Containment Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) 

 

  

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/202539.pdf
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/202539.pdf
https://police.amtrak.com/
https://www.cia.gov/careers/opportunities/support-professional/protective-agent.html
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FORBES 

Why Are Federal Bureaucrats Buying Guns And Ammo? 
$158 Million Spent By Non-Military Agencies 

Adam Andrzejewski  Oct 20, 2017 

 

We live in a dangerous world. For the 70,000 officers at Homeland Security and 
the 40,000 officers within the Department of Justice, proper training and 
equipment are vital to their daily law enforcement duties. Over a nearly two-year 
period - the last years of the Obama administration (FY2015 - FY2016), these law 
enforcement agencies spent $138 million on new guns and ammunition. That 
seems reasonable. 

What’s curious, however, is that traditionally administrative agencies spent more 
than $20 million. Four notable examples: 

1) The 2,300 Special Agents at the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) are allowed to 
carry AR-15’s, P90 tactical rifles, and other heavy weaponry. Recently, the IRS 
armed up with $1.2 million in new ammunition. This was in addition to the $11 
million procurement of guns, ammunition, and military-style equipment procured 
between 2006-2014. 

2) The Small Business Administration (SBA) spent tens of thousands of taxpayer 
dollars to load its gun locker with Glocks last year. The SBA wasn’t alone – the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service modified their Glocks with silencers. 

PROMOTED 

3) The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has a relatively new police force. In 
1996, the VA had zero employees with arrest and firearm authority. Today, the 
VA has 3,700 officers, armed with millions of dollars’ worth of guns and 
ammunition including AR-15's, Sig Sauer handguns, and semi-automatic pistols. 

4) Meanwhile, Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) agents carry the 
same sophisticated weapons platforms used by our Special Forces military 

https://www.forbes.com/
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/adamandrzejewski/2017/10/20/why-are-federal-bureaucrats-buying-guns-and-ammo-158-million-spent-by-non-military-agencies/?sh=6950282d64a1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/adamandrzejewski/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/why-does-the-irs-need-guns-1466117176


warriors. The HHS gun locker is housed in a new “National Training Operations 
Center” – a facility at an undisclosed location within the DC beltway. 

Last year, we released our OpenTheBooks.com Oversight Report: The Militarization 
of America in an editorial published with former-U.S. Senator Dr. Tom 
Coburn at The Wall Street Journal. Our report quantified the $1.48 billion spent by 
67 non-military federal agencies on guns, ammunition, and military-style 

equipment from 2006-2014.   

This week, our organization at OpenTheBooks.com updated our data to include 
gun and ammo purchases over fiscal year 2015 and a partial FY2016. Spending on 
guns and ammo at 58 non-military federal agencies – including 40 regulatory, 
administrative agencies – amounted to $158 million.  

The continued growth of the federal arsenal begs the question: Just whom are the 
feds planning to battle?  

More examples of agencies amassing firepower over the last two years:   

• Loading the Gun Locker – Federal agencies spent $44 million on guns, 
including an “urgent” order for 20 M-16 Rifles with extra magazines at the 
Department of Energy ($49,559); shotguns and Glock pistols at the General 
Services Administration ($16,568); and a bulk order of pistols, sights, and 
accessories by the Bureau of Reclamation whose main job is to build 

dams, power plants, and canals ($697,182).   

• Buying Bullets in Bulk – The government spent $114 million on ammunition, 
including bulk purchases by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) ($66,927); the Smithsonian ($42,687); and the Railroad 
Retirement Board ($6,941). The Social Security Administration spent $61,129 
on bullets including 50,000 rounds of ammunition plus 12-gauge buckshot 
and slug ammo.  
 
The EPA special agents purchased ammunition for their .357 and 9mm 
revolvers and buckshot for their shotguns. While Bernie Sanders claimed 
that the biggest adversary to the United States was climate change, the 
EPA stood ready to fight in ways we couldn’t have imagined. 
  

https://www.openthebooks.com/openthebooks_oversight_report_-_the_militarization_of_america/
https://www.openthebooks.com/openthebooks_oversight_report_-_the_militarization_of_america/
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• Hollow-Point Bullets – Despite being outlawed by the Geneva Convention, 
federal agencies spent $426,268 on hollow-point bullets, including orders 
from the Forest Service, National Park Service, Office of Inspector General, 
Bureau of Fiscal Service, as well as Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. 
Marshals, and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.  

Why does the IRS need guns? 

OpenTheBooks.com  

Here's a closer look at the data by agency, which is posted at OpenTheBooks.com: 

Department of Education (DOE) – The DOE is armed and ready with 88 
law enforcement officers possessing arrest and firearm authority. They’ve 
purchased buckshot for their shotguns and 40-caliber ammunition for 
their Glocks. DOE special agents dress in body armor. Their spending on guns, 
ammunition and military-style equipment was up 25 percent during the last 
two years under the Obama Administration. Yet, in 2016, it took a pair of 
armed U.S. Marshals to arrest a man for his unpaid $1,500 student loan! 

Department of the Interior – The agency’s mission is to "manage America's 
vast natural and cultural resources." However, over the last two years, the 
agency spent $4.4 million on guns and ammunition. Although the National Park 
Service is responsible for nearly half of this spending – mostly to arm its park police 
– six other bureaus and offices under the Department of Interior spent millions of 
dollars to amass firepower.   

The U.S. Geological Survey provides “real-time data and information on current 
conditions and earth observations.” Yet, the agency loaded up on Winchester Black 
Shadow shotguns and bulk ammunition. Even the Office of the Inspector General 
armed up – purchasing G27 Glocks, shotgun slugs, and frangible ammo. 

Just who is U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service trying to sneak up on? The agency 
was created to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their 
habitats – but they spent $410,263 on .308 rifles, Glock pistols, and semi-automatic 
rifles. Then, they modified their Glocks with silencers. 

Our OpenTheBooks oversight report on the militarization of the federal agencies 
was launched in June... [+] 

http://money.cnn.com/2016/02/16/pf/college/arrested-student-loan-marshals/index.html
https://www.doi.gov/whoweare
https://www.usgs.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/help/about_us.html


OpenTheBooks.com  

 Department of the Treasury – Treasury exists to “maintain a strong economy and 
create economic and job opportunities ... and manage the U.S. government's 
finances and resources effectively.” However, it spent $2.6 million to maintain a 
strong arsenal.   

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing spent nearly $100,000 on a purchase 
described as “firearms” while the U.S. Mint spent $179,247 on ammunition. The 
Bureau of Fiscal Services – tasked with promoting the “financial integrity” of the 
government through accounting, financing, etc. – spent $672,424 on ammunition 
including hundreds of cases of .223 Rem 62 Grain Service Ammo, .40 caliber ammo, 
and buckshot. Additionally, they stocked up on Glock pistols, 
Remington firearms, and handgun magazine clips.   

Department of Agriculture – Even Agriculture spent $1.1 million on guns and 
ammunition. The Forest Service stocked up on .22 rifles. The National Resources 
Conservation Service signed a $10,347 contract with Wild West Guns, LLC for “Guns 
through 30Mm.” The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service tallied the biggest 
tab at the Department of Agriculture, spending $22,336 on rifles and pistols plus 
nearly half a million dollars on ammunition including buckshot, shotgun shells, and 
rifle ammunition.   

In the aftermath of the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history, many Washington 
politicians have tried shifting the conversation to the Second Amendment, 
reinvigorating the call for tighter gun control. President Trump has an opportunity 
to propose changes concerning gun control, but not in the way his opponents are 
calling for.  

Trump should listen to the advice former U.S. Senator Dr. Tom Coburn 
memorialized at Forbes last year after the Orland nightclub massacre: the non-
military, non-law enforcement – paper pushing administrative federal agencies – 
are the ones who should be subject to stricter gun control laws, not the general 
public. 

After grabbing legal power, federal bureaucrats are amassing firepower. It’s time 
to scale back the federal arsenal.  

https://www.treasury.gov/about/role-of-treasury/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.fiscal.treasury.gov/fsabout/fs_about.htm
https://www.forbes.com/sites/adamandrzejewski/2016/06/21/an-assault-weapons-ban-for-the-irs-and-other-federal-regulatory-agencies/#4b7b39b43b9e


Adam Andrzejewski (say: Angie-eff-ski) is the founder and CEO of 
OpenTheBooks.com – a national transparency organization with a database of 4 
billion federal, state and local expenditures. 

When referencing this piece, please use the following citation: 'Adam Andrzejewski, 
CEO of OpenTheBooks.com, as published at Forbes.' 

  



STILLNESS IN THE STORM 

The IRS Is Buying Up Ammo, While The Government 
Intends To Make It Harder For Citizens To Acquire 

Monday, June 20, 2022 By Stillness in the Storm  

 

(Michael Robison) According to a report by Breitbart, the Internal Revenue Service 
has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars buying ammunition, raising concern 
about why a government agency is buying ammunition that the administration 
plans to restrict further in the coming months. 

Related The Fix Is In – Democrats Start to Prep America for Their Mid-Term Steal 

Source – The Gateway Pundit 

by Michael Robison, June 19th, 2022 

On Saturday, Congressman Matt Gaetz told Breitbart that the IRS spent 
approximately $700,000 “between March and June 1” purchasing ammunition. 

Gaetz called the IRS’s acquisition of the ammunition “bizarre.” He said, “There is 
concern that this is part of a broader effort to have any entity in the federal 
government buy up ammo to reduce the amount of ammunition that is in supply, 
while at the same time, making it harder to produce ammo.” 

The Congressman went on to propose a potential scenario where federal agencies 
are buying up ammunition and putting citizens in a situation where they cannot 
exercise their Second Amendment rights due to the inability to get ammunition. 

He expressed concern that the government intended to reduce ammunition 
production “and, on the other hand, [soaks] up the supply of it.” It is something he 
feels is a direct violation of the rights of Americans.  

According to documents from usaspending.gov, the IRS’s ammunition purchases 
ranged from $3,201 worth of ammo at one time to $92,000+ worth of ammo at one 
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time. The purchases were spread out over several months, according to the 
documents, which are publicly available. 

According to a report from OpenTheBooks published in 2020, the IRS had 
stockpiled 4,600 guns and five million rounds of ammunition as of January 2019.  

According to the Government Accountability Office the ammunition breakdown at 

the time included: 

• 3,151,500 Pistol and revolver rounds 
• 1,472,050 Rifle rounds 
• 367,750 Shotgun rounds 
• 56,000 Fully automatic firearm rounds 

More interesting is that the IRS does not follow any regulations concerning the 
issuance, use, and accountability of the agency’s staff carrying such weapons. This 
starkly contradicts the recent push of gun control laws nationwide, including more 
heavily regulated training and liability.  

According to reports from the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration (TIGTA), the IRS has repeatedly failed to ensure that procedures 
relating to firearms are properly followed. 

“There is no national-level review of firearms training records to ensure that all 
special agents meet the qualification requirements,” according to the report. 

Furthermore, the report states that the IRS’s failure to conduct proper internal 
oversight of its weapons could have serious consequences for the public.  

As noted by the Inspector General at the time, “If there is insufficient oversight, 
special agents in possession of firearms who are not properly trained and qualified 
could endanger other special agents and the public.” 

A TIGTA report found that special agents at the IRS Criminal Investigation Division 
(IRS-CI) accidentally fired their weapons more often than they intentionally fired 
them 

Additionally, the IRS has come under scrutiny in the past for the harsh tactics it 
used to enforce the tax code, including incidents involving armed agents. With the 
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agency requesting tens of billions in new funding, it is not hard to see how these 
abuses could return.  

A 1998 article by Washington Post noted many small business owners were 
harassed by the IRS, only for the agency to find no evidence of wrongdoing. 

Stillness in the Storm Editor: Why did we post this? 

The news is important to all people because it is where we come to know new 
things about the world, which leads to the development of more life goals that lead 
to life wisdom. The news also serves as a social connection tool, as we tend to relate 
to those who know about and believe the things we do. With the power of an open 
truth-seeking mind in hand, the individual can grow wise and the collective can 
prosper. 

– Justin 

Not sure how to make sense of this? Want to learn how to discern like a pro? Read 
this essential guide to discernment, analysis of claims, and understanding the 
truth in a world of deception: 4 Key Steps of Discernment – Advanced Truth-
Seeking Tools. 

 

Stillness in the Storm Editor’s note: Did you find a spelling error or grammatical 
mistake? Send an email to corrections@stillnessinthestorm.com, with the error and 
suggested correction, along with the headline and url. Do you think this article 
needs an update? Or do you just have some feedback? Send us an email at 

sitsshow@gmail.com. Thank you for reading. 

Source:  

https://www.thegatewaypundit.com/2022/06/irs-buying-ammo-potentially-
reduce-supplies-government-intends-make-harder-citizens-acquire/ 
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PM 

WATCH: IRS recruitment video shows how to take down 
small business owners  

The video is part of the "Adrian Project," an initiative designed to recruit college 
students into the IRS.  

By Joshua Young Aug 20, 2022 

An IRS recruitment video depicts its agents arresting and detaining the operator of 
a small landscaping business for potential tax evasion. 

The video was posted by Republican Representative Thomas Massie from Kentucky 
on Thursday. 

The clip highlights the moment when students from Dixie State University in St. 
George, Utah simulate a routine IRS tax crime investigation. They're tasked with 
the arrest of hypothetical small business owner "Dodger," who was trying to sell 
his landscaping business. 

In case you thought the IRS needed 87,000 more agents to help you with your tax 
returns and audit billionaires, watch this: Highlights from the IRS Adrian recruiting 
project.  
 

Link to original video: https://t.co/jgCluHuvvM pic.twitter.com/QXlHmDBR6D 

— Thomas Massie (@RepThomasMassie) August 17, 2022 

In the scenario, the IRS suspects Dodger operated vehicles for his business that he 
may have purchased with money he didn't make from his business. Dodger didn't 
report the purchases of the vehicles to the IRS and the use of these vehicles for 
work solicited an undercover interview with IRS special agents. 

The IRS agent asked, "Have you ever done any landscaping work before?"  

"Just in my front yard," Dodger replied. His arrest ensued. 

https://thepostmillennial.com/
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"Who are you guys? What is this?" Dodger exclaims as he is cuffed and on his knees. 

"We're the IRS. You're going to jail, buddy," the student playacting an IRS agent 
exclaims. 

Notice the scenario in this IRS recruiting program is “taking down a landscape 
business owner who failed to properly report how he paid for his vehicles,” not 
“taking down a billionaire who uses the corporate jet for private 
trips.”pic.twitter.com/QXlHmDCoWb 

— Thomas Massie (@RepThomasMassie) August 19, 2022 

IRS Special Agent Ron Marker explained, "Ammunition, handcuffs, first Aid, is 
generally what everybody wears" to these arrests. 

According to Reuters, the video is part of "the Adrian Project," which is a special IRS 
program designed to recruit college students into the agency, specifically the 
Criminal Investigation (CI) unit. 

The IRS website says the Adrian Project, "provides students a glimpse into the 
career life of an IRS special agent and what a criminal investigation entails." IRS 
Supervisory Special Agent CI Casey Hill says that agents start at salaries around $60-
70,000 and can top out around $175,000. 

The recently passed Inflation Reduction Act, a $739 billion spending bill that will 
not reduce inflation, will increase the size of the IRS and create positions for nearly 
87,000 new IRS agents, 70,000 of whom will be armed, by 2031. 

According to the Congressional Budget Office, the IRS expansion will 
disproportionately target and harm small business owners.  

Executive Vice President at National Taxpayers Union Foundation, Joe Hinchman, 
said, "The IRS will have to target small and medium businesses because they won’t 
fight back." 
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WHATFINGER.COM 

All Dictators Need Their Own Police Force 

Obama’s “Civilian National Security Force” 

By J.D. Longstreet ——Bio and Archives--July 5, 2012 

Four years ago this month—on July 2nd, 2008—Obama delivered a speech in 

Boulder, Colorado in which he promised the creation and establishment of a 

“Civilian National Security Force.”  He further promised it would be “just as 

powerful, just as strong, just as well funded as the US Military.” 

It is well known amongst dictators, the world over, that a private army is 
necessary to control the great unwashed masses over which they force their rule. 

We have seen Obama steadily assume dictatorial powers over apathetic Americans 
in just three and a half years.  He has all but hushed the people’s voice in 
government, the US Congress, by simply by-passing them and ruling by executive 
order—just like any other two-bit dictator.  Some feel even the US Supreme Court 
has lost the steel from its collective spine under withering pressure from our 
budding domestic dictator, Obama. 

If one did not know better, one would think there is a move afoot to institute a 
complete Marxist insurgency in America with Obama at the top—and —at the 
leading edge. 

“The things done in every Marxist insurgency are being done in America today.” 
... Retired Lt. General William G.“Jerry” Boykin says in a new video he has just 
released .  Boykin is a decorated former Delta Force Commander, US Deputy Under 

Secretary for Defense, and a recipient of the Purple Heart.  

General Boykin is troubled by Obama’s promise of a “Civilian National Security 
Force.”  Boykin says the formation of such a force is included in the thousands of 
pages of the Obamacare Law, AKA:  “The Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.”  Boykin says such a police force would be at Obama’s disposal and is similar 
to national police forces socialist tyrants used to complete their revolutions.  

http://whatfinger.com/
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Then—there is the expected drive by Obama to regulate private gun ownership 
within the US, plus the nationalization of some leading industries, and even stricter 
regulation of key financial sectors of the US economy—and a pattern begins to 

emerge. 

Boykin says all these moves by Obama fit the model used by societies when they 
move to Marxism.   

We urge you to visit the site above and, while there, view General Boykin’s video.  It 
is jaw-dropping. 

These private armies/secret police forces have had different names throughout 
history but their records drip with blood and power and tyranny. 

Lets look at just a few: 

The Praetorian Guard was a special force of household troops used by Roman 
Emperors.  Augustus saw the need to establish a body of soldiers explicitly loyal to 
himself. Following the death of Sejanus the Guards began to play an increasingly 
ambitious and bloody game in the Empire. With the right amount of money, or at 
will, they assassinated emperors, bullied their own Prefects, or turned on the 
people of Rome. In 41 Caligula was killed by conspirators from the senatorial class 
and from the Guard. The Praetorians placed Claudius on the throne, daring the 
Senate to oppose their decision. 

In 1925 Adolf Hitler formed his own personal bodyguard called the Schutzstaffel 
(SS). The SS was a major Nazi organization under Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. 
The SS grew from a small paramilitary unit to an elite, powerful, force that served 
as the Fuhrer’s “Praetorian Guard’ the Nazi Party’s “Shield Squadron” and a force 
with as much political influence as the regular German Armed Forces.  Built upon 
the Nazi racial ideology, the SS, under Heinrich Himmler’s command, is said to be 
primarily responsible for many of the war crimes perpetrated by the Nazis during 
World War Two. 

In Obama’s speech in Colorado back in 2008 he said this: 

“We cannot continue to rely on our military in order to achieve the national 
security objectives that we’ve set. We’ve got to have a civilian national security 
force that’s just as powerful, just as strong, just as well-funded.” 



For those of you who traipsed into the voting booth and dropped a ballot for 
Obama, ask yourselves this: Has Obama described a “New National Brownshirts” 
organization to make sure you conform to the “Change” he promised to bring—

and IS bringing? 

Yes, it is called the “Civilian National Security Force.” But what will be its duties? 
What Obama described is another military unit separate from the current US 

Military. 

Other countries have, or had, their national security forces.  Countries like the old 
Soviet Union, Cuba, China, North Korea, and Venezuela, and in the past, Hitler’s 
own “SS,” and let us not forget the Iranian “Revolutionary Guard.”  Glancing over 
this list of nations…did you happen to notice any similarities among them?     

Alan Caruba,  a friend and fellow blogger,  said in November 2008: “Barack Obama 
wants to institute a Civilian National Security Force, a vast militia not unlike Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard, a personal army. He knows he would need such a force to 
protect him and to enforce his will on Americans.”  Alan went on to say: “If you 
want to see another civil war, just wait for this new security force to come into 
being. Obama would need it because the concept of Posse Comitatus forbids the 
use of the U.S. military to enforce laws within the nation. An army of domestic 
followers of “the One” would fill that need, assuming that all other law 
enforcement agencies failed to resist such a horrendous plan.” 

Mr. Caruba is “spot on” as our Brit cousins used to say. 

We have learned that ammunition sales and firearms sales are at an historical high 
currently within the United States. Americans are exercising their 2nd Amendment 
rights.  Our forefathers put that amendment in the US Constitution for just such 

emergencies as the one we may be seeing develop right now. 

Few American gun owners are aware that both Obama and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton are leaning on the US Senate to ratify the UN’s Small Arms Treaty 
which would regulate private gun ownership in America—superseding the US 
Constitution’s 2nd Amendment.  Even if the US Senate does not ratify that treaty, 
how sure are we that the Obama administration will not find a way to do the same 
thing through a Presidential executive order? 

https://factsnotfantasy.blogspot.com/2008/11/there-will-be-no-one-left-to-protect.html


Some say the US Supreme Court will never allow that to happen.  After what the 
SCOTUS just did—just days ago—by finding Obamacare constitutional—do you 
REALLY want to count on them to stand up to Obama?  REALLY? 

And what’s to stop our wanna-be dictator President from regulating private 
ownership of guns in America —by executive order?  

Now, here is the bone chilling truth:  SOME American citizens will be, as usual, 
completely happy to allow the government to do whatever it wants as long as 
nothing is required of them.  However, by and large, Americans will not sit idly by 
and allow a President (or a Congress) to go “rogue” on us without resisting with 

whatever means necessary. 

At the risk of being referred to as some sort of Swamp Pundit, allow me to assure 
you it takes no special skill, no special talent, or gift, to know there will be domestic 
violence in America’s future. The country is ruptured now—and seething with 
anger. Obama’s tossing of salt into the wound with his own “Praetorian Guard” will 
have no curative effect.  In fact, it could easily ignite the smoldering powder keg 
that is America today.   

So what do we do? 

First—make sure Obama is NOT reelected in November!  Second—repeal 
Obamacare!  

Remember:  If Obama is reelected in 2012, the chances of an election, at all, in 
2016 is almost nil. 

 

 

  



Barack Obama's Civilian Army 

I don't know how anyone will respond to the facts I am going to present, because they really 

haven't responded to any of our questions or challenged any of the facts in our last few shows 

other than "Hey, don't call him a 'czar!'" 

But I can't make this piece of the puzzle fit, unless this piece is about building some kind of 

thug-ocracy. 

All week we've been asking tough questions — here's one more, Mr. President: Why do we need 

a civilian national security force that is "just as strong, just as powerful" as the military? 

Here's why I ask this question: Who are we fighting? Who internally is threatening our 

security? 

  

https://www.foxnews.com/story/barack-obamas-civilian-army


THE NEW AMERICAN 

Benghazi Citizens Commission: Attack Made With U.S.-
Provided Arms 

by Thomas R. Eddlem April 23, 2014  

A private study by military and security professionals has concluded that the 
Americans killed at the Benghazi embassy annex on September 11, 2012 were 

killed by rebels who had been supplied with weapons by the U.S. government.  

The Interim Report by the “Citizens Commission on Benghazi” concluded that 
“the U.S. was fully aware of and facilitating the delivery of weapons to the al-
Qa’eda-dominated rebel militias throughout the 2011 rebellion.” The group’s 
report stressed that “the key significance of this episode is the demonstration of a 
military chain-of-command relationship between the Libyan Muslim Brotherhood 
leadership of the TNC and the al-Qa’eda-affiliated militia (Ansar al-Shariah) that has 
been named responsible for the attack on the U.S. mission in Benghazi.” U.S. 
Ambassador to Libya Christopher Stevens and three other Americans were killed in 
an attack on a consulate annex maintained by the CIA on September 12, 2012. 

The “Citizens’ Commission on Benghazi” was formed by the conservative Accuracy 
in Media organization in Washington, and staffed by 18 former high-ranking 
military and intelligence specialists for the U.S. government — most of whom held 
the rank of colonel, admiral, or general, or served in Special Forces. 

The commission also concluded that “The war in Libya was unnecessary, served 
no articulable U.S. national security objective, and led to preventable chaos 
region-wide.” The interim report authors stressed that Qadhafi was already on the 
way out of power before the United States entered the war. “Within days of that 
declaration of U.S. government support for the Libyan rebels, Qaddafi sought to 
enter into negotiations with the U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) under a flag of 
truce for the purpose of discussing his possible abdication and exile.” 

The Interim Report confirmed much of what The New American has been reporting 
for more than a year, using publicly available information reported in the major 
media. For more information on The New American’s reporting on Benghazi, see 
the articles linked to below.  
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