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What is critical race theory? 

Critical race theory is an intellectual movement and a framework of legal analysis according to 
which (1) race is a culturally invented category used to oppress people of colour and (2) the law 
and legal institutions in the United States are inherently racist insofar as they function to create 
and maintain social, political, and economic inequalities between white and nonwhite people. 

Why was critical race theory developed? 

Critical race theory developed in the 1970s as an effort by activists and legal scholars to 
understand why the U.S. civil rights movement had lost momentum and was in danger of being 
reversed. Their approach emphasized general and systemic features of the legal system that 
served to perpetuate race-based oppression and white privilege. 

Why is critical race theory important? 

Critical race theory is important because it potentially provides a more realistic understanding of 
white racism in the U.S. as not merely a set of negative attitudes toward other racial groups but 
also a body of law and legal practices whose real-world effect is the oppression of people 
of colour, especially African Americans. 

How does critical race theory challenge the neutrality of law? 

Critical race theorists argue that laws that explicitly impose a neutral standard with respect to 
race are capable of addressing only the most egregious forms of race-based oppression and often 
have only limited (though still valuable) practical benefits for disadvantaged minority groups, 
affording them equality of treatment or opportunity but not equality of results. 

How did critical race theory evolve? 

Critical race theory evolved from the critical legal studies movement, which examined how the 
law and legal institutions serve the interests of the wealthy. It was also influenced by the insight 
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of (then) radical feminism that forms of domination and oppression may be exercised or 
manifested in seemingly innocuous and largely unnoticed social practices. 

critical race theory (CRT), intellectual and social movement and loosely organized framework of 
legal analysis based on the premise that race is not a natural, biologically grounded feature of 
physically distinct subgroups of human beings but a socially constructed (culturally invented) 
category that is used to oppress and exploit people of colour. Critical race theorists hold that 
racism is inherent in the law and legal institutions of the United States insofar as they function to 
create and maintain social, economic, and political inequalities between whites and nonwhites, 
especially African Americans. Critical race theorists are generally dedicated to applying their 
understanding of the institutional or structural nature of racism to the concrete (if distant) goal 
of eliminating all race-based and other unjust hierarchies. 

Background and early history 

Critical race theory (CRT) was officially organized in 1989, at the first annual Workshop on Critical 
Race Theory, though its intellectual origins go back much farther, to the 1960s and ’70s. Its 
immediate precursor was the critical legal studies (CLS) movement, which dedicated itself to 
examining how the law and legal institutions serve the interests of the wealthy and powerful at 
the expense of the poor and marginalized. (CLS, an offshoot of Marxist-oriented critical theory, 
may also be viewed as a radicalization of early 20th-century legal realism, a school of legal 
philosophy according to which judicial decision making, especially at the appellate level, is 
influenced as much by nonlegal—political or ideological—factors as by precedent and principles 
of legal reasoning.) Like CLS scholars, critical race theorists believed that political liberalism was 
incapable of adequately addressing fundamental problems of injustice in American society 
(notwithstanding legislation and court rulings advancing civil rights in the 1950s and ’60s), 
because its emphasis on the equitable treatment under the law of all races (“colour blindness”) 
rendered it capable of recognizing only the most overt and obvious racist practices, not those 
that were relatively indirect, subtle, or systemic. Liberalism was also faulted for mistakenly 
presupposing the apolitical nature of judicial decision making and for taking a self-consciously 
incremental or reformist approach that prolonged unjust social arrangements and afforded 
opportunities for retrenchment and backsliding through administrative delays and conservative 
legal challenges. Unlike most CLS scholars, however, critical race theorists did not wish to 
abandon the notions of law or legal rights altogether, because, in their experience, some laws 
and legal reforms had done much to help oppressed or exploited people. 

Basic tenets of critical race theory 

According to the legal scholars Richard Delgado (one of the founders of CRT) and Jean Stefancic 
there are several general propositions regarding race and racism that many critical race theorists 
would accept, despite the considerable variation of belief among members of the movement. 
These propositions constitute a set of “basic tenets” of CRT. 
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The social construction of race and the normality of racism 

First, race is socially constructed, not biologically natural. The biogenetic notion of race—the idea 
that the human species is divided into distinct groups on the basis of inherited physical and 
behavioral differences—was finally refuted by genetic studies in the late 20th century. Social 
scientists, historians, and other scholars now agree that the notion of race is a social construction 
(though there is no consensus regarding what exactly a social construction is or what the process 
of social construction consists of). Some CRT theorists hold that race is an artificial association or 
correlation between a set of physical characteristics—including skin colour, certain facial 
features, and hair texture—and an imagined set of psychological and behavioral tendencies, 
conceived as either positive or negative, good or bad. The associations have been created and 
maintained by dominant groups (in the United States, whites of western European descent) to 
justify their oppression and exploitation of other groups on the basis of the latter’s supposed 
inferiority, immorality, or incapacity for self-rule. 

Second, racism in the United States is normal, not aberrational: it is the ordinary experience of 
most people of colour. Although extreme racist attitudes and beliefs are less common among 
whites than they were before the mid-20th century, and explicitly racist laws and legal 
practices—epitomized by the Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation and denied basic 
civil rights to African Americans in the South—have been largely eliminated, most people of 
colour continue to be routinely discriminated against or otherwise unfairly treated in both public 
and private spheres, as demonstrated by numerous social indicators. African Americans and 
Hispanic Americans (Latinxs), for example, are on average more likely than similarly qualified 
white persons to be denied loans or jobs; they tend to pay more than whites for a broad range 
of products and services (e.g., automobiles); they are more likely than whites to be unjustly 
suspected of criminal behaviour by police or private (white) citizens; and they are more likely 
than whites to be victims of police brutality, including the unjustified use of lethal force. If 
convicted of a crime, people of colour, particularly African Americans, are generally imprisoned 
more often and for longer periods than whites who are found guilty of the same offenses. Many 
Blacks and Hispanics continue to live in racially segregated and impoverished neighbourhoods, in 
part because of zoning restrictions in many predominantly white neighbourhoods that effectively 
exclude lower-income residents. Predominantly Black or Hispanic neighbourhoods also tend to 
receive fewer or inferior public services, notably including public education. The lack of quality 
education in turn limits job opportunities, which makes it even more difficult to leave 
impoverished neighbourhoods. On average, Blacks and Hispanics also receive less or inferior 
medical care than whites and consequently lead shorter lives. 

Many instances of racist behaviour directed at people of colour take the form of 
“microaggressions,” which are verbal or behavioral slights, generally subtle and often 
unintentional or unconscious, that communicate a stereotype or negative attitude toward a 
person of colour and thus indicate an implicit bias based on race. (Microaggressions may also be 
directed at members of other oppressed or marginalized groups, such as women and LGBTQ 
persons.) For example, in a real-life case discussed in the CRT literature, a white professor at an 
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elite university, in conversation with colleagues in a campus building, saw a Black student walking 
down the hall and immediately exclaimed, loudly enough for the student to hear, that she should 
have locked the door to her office because she left her purse there. The common occurrence of 
racial microaggressions is indicative of the pervasiveness of racist attitudes even among people 
who consciously reject racism, and their cumulative effect on people of colour can be 
psychologically devastating. 

Interest convergence, differential racialization, 

intersectionality, and the voice of colour 

Third, owing to what CRT scholars call “interest convergence” or “material determinism,” legal 
advances (or setbacks) for people of colour tend to serve the interests of dominant white groups. 
Thus, the racial hierarchy that characterizes American society may be unaffected or even 
reinforced by ostensible improvements in the legal status of oppressed or exploited people. 
Perhaps the most provocative argument offered in support of this thesis was the suggestion by 
Derrick Bell, an intellectual forefather of CRT and the first Black tenured law professor at Harvard 
University, that the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Education 
(1954), which overturned the segregation-supporting “separate but equal” doctrine established 
in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), occurred when it did because (1) elite whites were concerned about 
potential unrest among Black former soldiers who had fought bravely for their country in World 
War II and the Korean War but were now expected to return to lives of oppression and 
exploitation by whites; and (2) the world image of the United States as an egregiously racist 
society threatened to diminish American influence among developing countries and to 
undermine the country’s strategic efforts in the Cold War against the Soviet Union. Although 
widely dismissed at the time, Bell’s view that the Brown decision was a product of interest 
convergence between whites and Blacks was supported by later historical research, which 
indicated that the decision of the U.S. Department of Justice to side with proponents of 
desegregation was influenced by a raft of secret communications from the U.S. State Department 
regarding the need to improve the country’s image abroad. The thesis of interest convergence 
has since been applied to numerous other legal cases involving the rights of people of colour. 

Fourth, members of minority groups periodically undergo “differential racialization,” or the 
attribution to them of varying sets of negative stereotypes, again depending on the needs or 
interests of whites. Such stereotypes are often reflected in popular culture (e.g., in movies and 
television) and literature as well as in the news media, and they have even influenced the content 
of history curricula in public schools. Before the mid-20th century, for example, Blacks were 
widely conceived and depicted as simpleminded, childlike servants and labourers who were 
content in their subordination to (and segregation from) whites. Later, following civil rights 
protests in the 1950s and ’60s that challenged the unjust domination of American society by 
whites, Blacks (and especially Black men) came to be viewed as natural-born criminals prone to 
violence or as lazy leeches living off social welfare programs paid for by hardworking whites. 
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Fifth, according to the thesis of “intersectionality” or “antiessentialism,” no individual can be 
adequately identified by membership in a single group. An African American person, for example, 
may also identify as a woman, a lesbian, a feminist, a Christian, and so on. 

Sixth, and finally, the “voice of colour” thesis holds that people of colour are uniquely qualified 
to speak on behalf of other members of their group (or groups) regarding the forms and effects 
of racism. This consensus has led to the growth of the “legal storytelling” movement, which 
argues that the self-expressed views of victims of racism and other forms of oppression provide 
essential insight into the nature of the legal system. 

Academic and political criticism of critical race theory 

Various aspects of CRT have been criticized by legal scholars and jurists from across the political 
spectrum. Many critics have faulted CRT for its apparent embrace of an incoherent, 
postmodernist-inspired skepticism of objectivity and truth, as evidenced in applications of the 
“voice of colour” thesis and other discussions in the CRT literature. Others have accused critical 
race theorists of undervaluing the traditional liberal ideals of neutrality, equality, and fairness in 
the law and legal procedures and of unreasonably spurning the notion of objective standards of 
merit in academia and in public and private employment, instead interpreting any racial inequity 
or imbalance in legal, academic, or economic outcomes as proof of institutional racism and as 
grounds for directly imposing racially equitable outcomes in those realms. In a similar vein, critical 
race theorists have also been charged with unfairly treating any external criticism of their 
approach, however well-meaning, as evidence of (latent) racism. 

The long-standing problem of anti-Black racism in the United States drew sustained and 
sympathetic national attention in the 2010s following the acquittal of an American man of 
German and Afro-Peruvian descent on charges of murder for having shot and killed an unarmed 
Black teenager whom he perceived as “suspicious.” That incident and several later unjustified 
killings of Black people by police triggered demonstrations in cities across the country and 
spurred the growth of the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement, formed in 2013 and dedicated to 
combating racism and anti-Black violence, especially in the form of police brutality. In response 
to continued demonstrations and public opinion polls indicating nationwide sympathy for the 
BLM movement, Republican Pres. Donald Trump (2017–21) and his political allies explicitly 
endorsed well-worn racist stereotypes by castigating BLM protesters as “thugs” and falsely 
accusing them of violent attacks on police and private property. 

In a later, successful effort to deflect public attention from the problem of racism and to 
manufacture a provocative social issue that would galvanize conservative Americans, Trump and 
other Republican leaders opted to attack CRT, which they characterized as a false, anti-American 
creed of radical leftists and anti-white racists. They additionally warned that leftist teachers were 
attempting to indoctrinate America’s children by teaching CRT in public schools. In fact, owing to 
its complexity, CRT in its fully developed form was being taught only in law schools, colleges, and 
universities—though generalized versions of some of its claims did appear in the curricula of 
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some public schools. Several Republican-led states adopted bans on the teaching of what was 
called critical race theory, which amounted to any suggestion that racism is entrenched in 
American society, that people of colour continue to be oppressed because of their race, that 
whites may harbour and act upon racist attitudes of which they are unaware, or that whites 
continue to enjoy a variety of benefits generally denied to people of colour (the notion of “white 
privilege”), among other alleged falsehoods. In practice, the bans tended to discourage any 
teaching, especially at the middle- and high-school levels, that presented nonstandard histories 
of racism in the United States or explored its real-world nature and effects. In the last few months 
of his presidency Trump himself issued a ban on racial-sensitivity training in federal agencies, 
alleging that the workshops were teaching “divisive” and “anti-American” ideas. According to 
some critics, Trump’s order and the statewide bans were more than a little ironic—in the former 
case because Trump had long encouraged racial resentment among his white supporters 
(including by repeating racists slurs) and in the latter case because the bans seemed to support 
the view of CRT scholars that racism is inherent in the law and legal institutions of the United 
States. 

CRT has influenced scholarship in fields outside the confines of legal studies, including women’s 
and gender studies, education, American studies, and sociology. CRT spin-off movements formed 
by Asian American, Latinx, LGBTQ, Muslim, and Native American scholars have also taken hold. 
In addition to the issues mentioned above, CRT scholars have addressed themselves to hate 
speech and hate crimes, affirmative action, immigration, and voting rights. 

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica This article was most recently revised and updated by 

Brian Duignan. 
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Who is Richard Delgado? Critical Race Theory creator 

reveals vile hate he has received for over a year 

By Divya Kishore  Updated On : 22:16 PST, Dec 3, 2021  

 

 
 
One of the founders of the critical race theory (CRT) movement has claimed that he and his wife have 

received a number of awful threats in the past few months. Richard Delgado spoke up about the hate he 

and his wife Jean Stefancic -- both of whom have written several books on critical race theory -- have been 

getting from people across the country with Axios on Friday, December 3. 

The 82-year-old, who is Mexican American, said, “We get some of the grossest telephone messages that 

you can imagine...Some of the stuff is hard to believe. It's full of venom.” He also mentioned that he and 

Stefancic  have reportedly been accused of “of eating children, wanting to destroy the US, and hating 

white people,” before adding: “Those emails and voicemails have been steady for a year now.” 

READ MORE 

Critical Race Theory: Full list of states that have banned teaching of CRT 

What is SEL? Parents push back against CRT 'Trojan Horse', say it advertises suicide 

Delgado stated that in the last 50 years of his work around CRT, he never got such angry and 
hateful reactions. He told Axios, “Before then, critical race theory had had a pretty easy glide 
path. We wrote our books. We developed our theories. We taught our classes. We published 
law reviews,” before he went on to blame “the new anger over critical race theory on those 
who are upset over former President Donald Trump's loss in 2020 and the nation's changing 
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racial demographics.” 
 
The law professor at the University of Alabama also alleged that the coronavirus has a lot to 
do with it. He noted that the pandemic gave parents the opportunity to have conversations 
with their kids. Besides, during the Black Lives Matter protests, parents understood that their 
children held more progressive views on race. Delgado said, “Parent lost it. They blamed the 
teachers for indoctrinating their kids, even though the kids are growing up in a more diverse 
world.” 
 
CRT has become a constant point of contention in school board meetings across the nation. 
Conservatives have accused it of being anti-White and also showed concern that it is being taught 
in schools. But Delgado and Stefancic explain CRT as “a collection of activists and scholars 
interested in studying and transforming the relationship among race, racism, and power.” Also, 
a national teacher's union claimed in July that CRT has not been introduced in schools yet. 
President Randi Weingarten said that the controversial academic theory is not a part of school 
students’ curriculum. She said it’s part of college or graduate studies, “but culture warriors are 
labeling any discussion of race, racism or discrimination as [critical race theory] to try to make it 
toxic”. 

Who is Richard Delgado? 

The website of the University of Alabama describes Delgado as “Author of over 200 journal 
articles and 20 books,” which has been “praised or reviewed in The Nation, The New Republic, 
the New York Times, Washington Post, and Wall Street Journal.  His books have won eight 
national book prizes, including six Gustavus Myers awards for outstanding book on human rights 
in North America, the American Library Association’s Outstanding Academic Book, and a Pulitzer 
Prize nomination. Professor Delgado’s teaching and writing focus on race, the legal profession, 
and social change.” 

Delgado’s books are -- ‘Latinos and the Law, ‘The Latino/a Condition, Race and Races: Cases and 
Resources for a Diverse America and Justice at War: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights During Times 
of Crisis. Also, eight books written by him have been honored with national awards, including "six 
Gustavus Myers Awards for outstanding books on human rights in North America, the American 
Library Association’s outstanding academic book, and a Pulitzer Prize nomination". 

  



DAILY CALLER 

The Founders Of Critical Race Theory Once Got Together 
And Marveled About How It Was Taking Over Education 

Varun Hukeri  June 29, 2021 

 

 

Supporters of critical race theory (CRT) often argue that it’s not being promoted in K-12 schools, 
but two law professors who are considered among the founders of the legal sub-discipline once 
praised its growing influence in education in a 2010 interview. 

Richard Delgado and his wife Jean Stefancic, both professors at the University of Alabama School 
of Law, have authored numerous texts about CRT. The two spoke about their legal scholarship in 
an interview featured in the winter 2010 edition of “Transnational Law & Contemporary 
Problems” — a multi-disciplinary legal journal at the University of Iowa. 

CRT holds that America is fundamentally racist, yet it teaches people to view every social 
interaction and person in terms of race. Its adherents pursue “antiracism” through the end of 
merit, objective truth and the adoption of race-based policies. 

People hold up signs during a rally against “critical race theory” being taught in schools at the 
Loudoun County Government center in Leesburg, Virginia on June 12, 2021 (Andrew Caballero-
Reynolds/AFP via Getty Images) 

The journal stated that CRT emerged in legal scholarship during the 1980s as a “framework to 
analyze and understand how race and America’s racial history shape American law.” It also noted 
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that CRT has “taken root” in other disciplines such as sociology and education. (RELATED: Where 
Did Critical Race Theory Get Its Start?) 

In the 2010 interview, Stefancic said educators began to hear about CRT in the 1990s and some 
“started out studying basic writings in the hope of finding ideas” they could apply to education. 
She noted that education scholars began adopting CRT in order to “figure out ways to address 
inadequacies” in matters like curriculum and standardized testing. 

Delgado added that proponents of CRT “found a natural affinity in education.” In the interview, 
he spoke critically of concepts like “race neutrality and color-blindness” in education and claimed 
that teachers do not actually treat their students equally. 

“Seeing critical race theory take off in education has been a source of great satisfaction for the 
two of us,” Delgado said. “Critical race theory is in some ways livelier in education right now than 
it is in law, where it is a mature movement that has settled down by comparison.” 

People opposed to CRT aren’t really talking about the theory; they just use CRT as “a name for 
everything they love to hate. It makes them feel things are slipping away and not in control 
anymore, that the country is changing,” UA’s Richard Delgado said. https://t.co/E6bZCR33d7 

— Reckon (@reckonsouth) June 25, 2021 

Delgado also referred to the founders of CRT as “a bunch of Marxists” in the 2010 interview. 
He said dozens of legal scholars had gathered at the University of Wisconsin, which he called 
“a center of left academic legal thought,” for a founding conference on CRT scholarship in 1989. 

He added that many conference attendees went on to become prominent critical race theorists, 
including Kimberlé Crenshaw, a Columbia Law School professor who developed the theory of 
intersectionality. 

Corporate media and progressive activists have tried to claim that CRT is not being taught in K-
12 schools. MSNBC host Joy Reid, for example, has repeatedly said on her show that CRT has 
“nothing to do with” K-12 education and has dismissed the work of anti-CRT thinkers like 
Christopher Rufo. (RELATED: The Three Most Common Lies Pro-CRT Media Is Telling Concerned 
Parents And The Public) 

But in schools across the country, teachers and administrators admit to teaching CRT in the 
classroom. Schools have also promoted the theory’s key principles, including the claim that merit-
based systems perpetuate “inequity” and white students must address their “whiteness” as a 
malignant force. 
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TRUTHOUT 

A Key Founder of Critical Race Theory Discusses 
the Right-Wing Panic Over It 

Richard Delgado has become a target of numerous threats by racist and neo-fascist reactionaries. 

By C.J. Polychroniou, December 11, 2021  

Critical race theory (CRT) has become a new bogeyman in conservative circles in the United 
States. Right-wing groups are applying the term indiscriminately, using it inaccurately as a catch-
all buzzword to stand in for everything they oppose, including any discussion of systemic racism 
in the classroom.  

But as critical race theorist Gary Pellar recently pointed out, CRT, an academic discipline that has 
been around for more than 40 years, “in the real world, describes the diverse work of a small 
group of scholars who write about the shortcomings of conventional civil rights approaches to 
understanding and transforming racial power in American society. It’s a complex critique that 
wouldn’t fit easily into a K-12 curriculum.” 

The current right-wing panic surrounding the idea of CRT speaks volumes of the impact of former 
President Donald Trump and of Trumpism in early 21st-century U.S. The frenzy occurring over 
the idea that schoolteachers would dare to discuss racism — or be in any way inspired by an 
academic discipline that seeks to reveal how “colorblindness” is an inadequate goal because of 
the many ways in which racial power continues to be exercised in supposedly “colorblind” 
institutions — reveals the unmistakable hold that overt racism continues to have among large 
segments of the white U.S. 

For a better understanding of what CRT is and what it is not, Truthout reached out to one of the 
key founders of CRT, Richard Delgado, the John J. Sparkman Chair of Law at the University of 
Alabama. Professor Delgado — the author of 30 books and one of the most-cited legal scholars 
on race and the law in the country — has become a target of numerous threats by racist and neo-
fascist elements since the recent right-wing campaign against CRT began. 

C.J. Polychroniou: Professor Delgado, I would like to ask you to describe to us where CRT comes 
from, and then to discuss in some detail what CRT is and what it is not. 

Related Story 

Richard Delgado: CRT stems from critical legal studies and, a little before that, the Frankfurt 
School of Critical Theory, which is most closely associated with the work of Max Horkheimer, 

A%20Key%20Founder%20of%20Critical%20Race%20Theory%20Discusses%20the%20Right-Wing%20Panic%20Over%20It
https://truthout.org/articles/a-key-founder-of-critical-race-theory-discusses-the-right-wing-panic-over-it/
https://truthout.org/articles/a-key-founder-of-critical-race-theory-discusses-the-right-wing-panic-over-it/
https://truthout.org/authors/c-j-polychroniou/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/30/critical-race-theory-lightning-rod-opinion-497046


Theodor W. Adorno, Erich Fromm and Herbert Marcuse. My book with Jean Stefancic, Critical 
Race Theory: An Introduction, describes these intellectual origins.  

As a self-aware, cohesive movement, CRT began when a small group of scholars of color asked 
the Conference on Critical Legal Studies to include a panel on race at their 1986 conference in 
Los Angeles. Early writing by Derrick Bell, Allen Freeman, myself and a few others had laid a 
foundation and demonstrated that a left-leaning exploration — like that of critical legal studies, 
that built exclusively on a foundation of class analysis but not race — could not fully explain 
modern-day currents. Other intellectual influences include Black liberationist writing, radical 
Chicano writers and Marxism. 

CRT is primarily a graduate field of law and legal studies. Today, though, it has spread to many 
other disciples, including American studies, education, sociology, political science and 
philosophy, and to other countries. Some K-12 teachers introduce certain of its principles in 
high school classes, which has become a source of high controversy. 

Given that CRT has been around for several decades, why has it become such a controversial 
issue in today’s U.S.?  

Three reasons stand out, in my own view. First, some disappointed followers of Trump were 
upset with the results of the recent election and went in search of a boogeyman. Second, certain 
white supremacists are concerned over the impending demographic tipping point and fear that 
white American society is in danger of being replaced by one of color. The third reason is the 
pandemic, which saw many schoolchildren spending a lot of time at home. Many of their parents 
were shocked to learn that their children had attitudes and beliefs that were anathema in their 
social circle. 

Some skeptics have wrongly asserted that CRT rejects affirmative action, while others appear 
anxious that CRT attacks the entire liberal order. How do you respond to such criticisms?  

CRT doesn’t really reject affirmative action, although many critics think that it doesn’t go far 
enough. But it does question many liberal mainstays, such as “colorblindness,” or the notion that 
the “rule of law” is slowly but surely improving the fortunes of people of color. 

Some states are proposing passing legislation to ban the teaching of a basically academic 
concept. Is CRT actually being taught to K-12 public school students? 

I certainly hope so. How many people learned in school about the Mexican orphan train, or about 
the flat-out lies that led to Japanese internment or the Trail of Tears? 

As a founder of CRT, you have been lately the target of scores of hate messages. Are you 
concerned about these hate messages turning into real-life violence against you and your wife?  
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A recent anonymous phone message offered to put a bullet in my brain. Another told me to go 
back to Mexico if I didn’t like it here. A third warned me that my subcompact car could suffer a 
serious accident with a truck in Tuscaloosa.  

A university administrator told me they could do nothing about the threats unless they were 
specific and imminent but referred me to campus police. 
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Critical Race Theory 

About 

Critical race theory (CRT) makes race the prism through which its proponents analyze all aspects 
of American life, categorizing individuals into groups of oppressors and victims. It is a philosophy 
that is infecting everything from politics and education to the workplace and the military.  

General Information: 

• Coalition Calls on States to Increase Transparency, End Critical Race Theory in Schools 
• Critical Race Theory Legislation Tracker  
• How to Identify Critical Race Theory 
• Virtual Event: The New Intolerance: Critical Race Theory and Its Grip on America 
• Report: Critical Race Theory, the New Intolerance, and Its Grip on America 
• Critical Race Theory Would Not Solve Racial Inequality: It Would Deepen It 
• The Biden Administration’s Pursuit of Unequal Treatment 

VIDEO LINK 

https://youtu.be/dhRPlsa-Y-0 

Request our latest eBook CRT: Knowing It When You See It and Fighting It When You Can 

View the Critical Race Theory Legislation Tracker to see what's happening in your state. 

View the model bill for states working to reject CRT here. 

Affected Institutions 

 

EDUCATION 

VIDEO LINK 

https://youtu.be/yStppBsSr0A 

INFORMATION: 
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• To Tackle Critical Theory in the K–12 Classroom, Start with Colleges of Education 
• The Movement Against Critical Race Theory Is Deeply Necessary 
• Schools Use “Equity” as Trojan Horse for Toxic Critical Race Theory 
• Is Your School Hiding Its Critical Race Theory Teaching? Here Are 5 Things to Ask About 
• Stop Gaslighting Parents on Critical Race Theory 

SOLUTIONS: 

1. Find out what your schools teach. Submit a FOIA request to gain access to public documents, 
including school board and school district materials. If requested, the government is required to 
hand over the records via “open records laws” and “sunshine laws.” Learn more here. 
 
2. Speak to your child’s teacher and principal and share with them Heritage’s analysis showing 
that treating students in the manners described above violates several statutes, including Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 14th Amendment. 

3. Engage with your local school board. More than 14,000 school boards and 100,000 school 
board members across the country determine the shape and content of curriculum in their school 
districts, holding the key to how these various issues are addressed in American classrooms. 

• Identify local school board meetings to attend throughout the year (these typically occur 
monthly during the school year). 

• Stay abreast of board activities by reading meeting minutes (usually posted online after 
the meeting). 

• Locate school district budget documents and draft questions about spending on CRT/DEI-
related activities, training, and personnel. 

• Look up the local school board’s mission statement and become familiar with assigned 
textbooks. 

• Become involved in the school’s Parent Teacher Association/Organization (PTA/PTO). 
• Set up a parent group on Facebook or other social media for families in the local school 

community. 

4. Become a whistleblower. You can submit documentation of CRT training at your school or 
workplace to Parents Defending Education, activist Christopher Rufo, or The Daily Signal. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

• Seven Steps to Combatting “Critical Theory” in the Classroom 
• Protecting K–12 Students from Discrimination  
• Rescuing Math and Science from Critical Race Theory’s Racial Discrimination  
• Florida Makes Sure Schools Teach Evils of Communism, Totalitarianism 
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MILITARY 

VIDEO LINK 

https://youtu.be/s2kK2sn2vF0 

INFORM 

ATION: 

• Heritage Explains: Critical Race Theory in the Military  
• Identity Politics and Critical Race Theory Have No Place in U.S. Military 
• Critical Race Theory Will Destroy Our Military 

SOLUTIONS: 

• Press Military Leaders Up for Promotions Tougher on Critical Race Theory, Cotton Urges 

Additional Resources 

VIDEO LINK 

https://youtu.be/vxTMNu31DHU 

• Free to Learn Coalition Wants to Take Politics Out of Classroom 
• Arizona Governor Signs Bill Banning Critical Race Theory in Government 
• I Read Robin DiAngelo’s New Book on “Nice Racism.” Here Are 3 Takeaways. 
• A Pastor’s Prescription for Overcoming Victim Mentality 
• Want to Put the Pressure on Woke Big Businesses? This Organization Has Advice 
• Meet Every Black Life Matters, an Alternative to BLM 
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Critical Race Theory – The Marxist Trojan Horse  

Walter Myers III  August 5, 2021 

Last week, on Tuesday, July 27, I was honored to be the leadoff panelist at the Orange County 
Board of Education community forum on Critical Race Theory and Ethnic Studies. I spoke on 
Critical Race Theory (CRT), which has been in academia for decades but has only recently come 
to the fore in the public consciousness due to progressive advocacy that CRT be taught in K-12. 
Concerned parents across the country have become acutely aware something is amiss with CRT, 
and Orange County was no exception. Prior to the panelist speeches, a highly diverse collection 
of concerned parents crossing race, gender, and political boundaries univocally expressed their 
deep concerns about the proposed California Ethnic Studies curriculum and the key underlying 
philosophy driving it: Critical Race Theory. They have good reason. 

I think parents finally understand why so many of their children who go off to college full of hope 
leave those institutions with a disdain for America and our capitalist system. Parents fully expect 
their children will be exposed to opposing ideas and philosophies in college, confident they have 
instilled lasting values that will serve them as adults. For K-12 students, however, that is the job 
of the parent, not the school, and CRT is correctly viewed by parents as the inculcation of a 
specific worldview based on postmodern and neo-Marxist ideology. Despite the assertion of 
political pundits such as Donna Brazile, former chairman of the Democratic National Committee, 
or the current White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki, CRT is not simply teaching children about 
systemic racism throughout American history. 

CRT has its roots in the early 20th Century thought of neo-Marxist Antonio Gramsci, founder of 
the Italian Communist Party. His desire was to spur on the stalled communism of 19th Century 
social revolutionists Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels toward an overthrow of the “bourgeoisie” 
(ruling middle- and upper-class) by the proletariat (working-class). To accomplish this goal, 
societal norms and institutions, such as family, nation state, capitalism, and God, needed to be 
torn down, and this is where we begin to see the notion of group-based morality, with the idea 
that what is moral is what serves the interests of the “oppressed” or “marginalized.” 

While European Marxism focused on class, a distinctly American brand of Marxism was brought 
to America in 1937 by scholars from the Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt, Germany, 
known commonly as the Frankfurt School, who left Nazi Germany to escape the Third Reich. 
They eventually landed in New York where they setup shop at the Columbia University 
Teachers’ College. While most of the Frankfurt scholars returned to Germany after the defeat 
of the Nazis, Herbert Marcuse stayed behind and became one of the leading spokesmen of 
Critical Theory (on which CRT is based) during the massive upheavals of the 1960s and early 
1970s caused by riots and violence associated with the Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam 
movements. The focus shifted specifically to oppressed ethnic, racial, and gender groups. 
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In short, CRT argues that America’s legal, economic, and political systems are inextricably racist. 
It argues that racism advances only the interests of white elites materially and working-class 
whites mentally. CRT Chooses race-consciousness over the Enlightenment view of colorblindness 
as a societal norm. Since all whites benefit from an unearned advantage, race-consciousness 
remedies rectify this inherent injustice. CRT criticizes the civil-rights movement and the liberal 
ideology it promotes. The view is civil rights laws are limited to isolated discriminatory acts by 
individuals or businesses, when in fact discrimination continues to be both pervasive and 
systemic. CRT rejects the principle of equal opportunity, believing it to be a myth, and rejects 
conceptions of “merit” since only those in power determine what is equal or what has merit. 
Finally, CRT promotes equality of results instead of equality of opportunity. 

CRT does provide some important critiques, but its prescriptions hardly accord with the ideals of 
traditional civil rights and is directly opposed to the vision of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., as it rejects the Enlightenment values of classical liberalism with its notions of equal 
opportunity, individual liberty over group rights, and colorblindness under the law as reflected in 
the Declaration of Independence and U.S. Constitution. Dr. Wyatt T. Walker, one of Dr. King’s 
closest friends and advisers, argues that CRT divides people into groups, explicitly pitting racial 
groups against each other, emphasizing differences instead of similarities, thus destroying the 
concept of the individual within the context of our shared humanity. 

Whereas the hope that one day we would judge one another by the content of individual 
character, and not the color of our skin, CRT defines people by categories of race, placing people 
in either “oppressor” or “oppressed” power groups. In response to this, Dr. Wyatt asks, how can 
two people ever bind together in friendship if they are members of inherently opposed power 
groups? Why should an individual strive to succeed by merit if group dynamics make this 
impossible? How will we ever find peace among the races if can’t look at each other as individuals, 
person to person, based on actual facts and intentions? We simply cannot reconcile as a people 
if we allow ourselves to be judged by the ethnic, race, and gender essentialism of Marxist-style 
power groups, and thus we should reject CRT. 

Indeed, America has had a long and horrific period of chattel slavery followed by Jim Crow and 
racial codes that persisted well into the 1960s and 70s. But these practices ended as more 
Americans understood the gross violations of the U.S. Constitution and Declaration of 
Independence. As a black man, I have seen tremendous progress over my lifetime, and while I’m 
cognizant racism will always exist, simply because evil will always exist, the only systematic 
oppression I see currently is the failure of public-school systems across America to prepare black 
and brown children for future economic success. It is the greatest tragedy of our time. And what 
is abundantly clear is CRT does nothing to advance the basic mission of K-12 education, while 
doing much to detract from it. 
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What critical race theory is really about  

By Christopher F. Rufo  May 6, 2021 

Critical race theory is fast becoming America’s new institutional orthodoxy. Yet most Americans 
have never heard of it — and of those who have, many don’t understand it. This must change. 
We need to know what it is so we can know how to fight it. 

To explain critical race theory, it helps to begin with a brief history of Marxism. 

Originally, the Marxist left built its political program on the theory of class conflict. Karl Marx 
believed that the primary characteristic of industrial societies was the imbalance of power 
between capitalists and workers. The solution to that imbalance, according to Marx, was 
revolution: The workers would eventually gain consciousness of their plight, seize the means of 
production, overthrow the capitalist class and usher in a new socialist society. 

During the 20th century, a number of regimes underwent Marxist-style revolutions, and each 
ended in disaster. Socialist governments in the Soviet Union, China, Cambodia, Cuba and 
elsewhere racked up a body count of nearly 100 million people. They are remembered for gulags, 
show trials, executions and mass starvations. In practice, Marx’s ideas unleashed man’s darkest 
brutalities. 

To explain critical race theory, we should begin with a brief history of Marxism.REUTERS  

By the mid-1960s, Marxist intellectuals in the West had begun to acknowledge these failures. 
They recoiled at revelations of Soviet atrocities and came to realize that workers’ revolutions 
would never occur in Western Europe or the United States, which had large middle classes and 
rapidly improving standards of living. Americans in particular had never developed a sense of 
class consciousness or class division. Most Americans believed in the American dream — the idea 
that they could transcend their origins through education, hard work and good citizenship. 

see also  

But rather than abandon their political project, Marxist scholars in the West simply adapted 
their revolutionary theory to the social and racial unrest of the 1960s. Abandoning Marx’s 
economic dialectic of capitalists and workers, they substituted race for class and sought to 
create a revolutionary coalition of the dispossessed based on racial and ethnic categories. 

Fortunately, the early proponents of this revolutionary coalition in the US lost out in the 1960s 
to the civil rights movement, which sought instead the fulfillment of the American promise of 
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freedom and equality under the law. Americans preferred the idea of improving their country to 
that of overthrowing it. Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision, President Lyndon Johnson’s pursuit of the 
Great Society, and the restoration of law and order promised by President Richard Nixon in his 
1968 campaign defined the post-1960s American political consensus. 

But the radical left has proved resilient and enduring — which is where critical race theory comes 
in. 

Critical race theory is an academic discipline, formulated in the 1990s and built on the intellectual 
framework of identity-based Marxism. Relegated for many years to universities and obscure 
academic journals, it has increasingly become the default ideology in our public institutions over 
the past decade. It has been injected into government agencies, public school systems, teacher 
training programs and corporate human resources departments in the form of diversity training 
programs, human resources modules, public policy frameworks and school curricula. 

Its supporters deploy a series of euphemisms to describe critical race theory, including “equity,” 
“social justice,” “diversity and inclusion” and “culturally responsive teaching.” 
Critical race theorists, masters of language construction, realize that “neo-Marxism” would be a 
hard sell. Equity, on the other hand, sounds nonthreatening and is easily confused with the 
American principle of equality. But the distinction is vast and important. Indeed, critical race 
theorists explicitly reject equality — the principle proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence, 
defended in the Civil War and codified into law with the 14th and 15th Amendments, the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. To them, equality represents “mere 
nondiscrimination” and provides “camouflage” for white supremacy, patriarchy and oppression. 

In contrast to equality, equity as defined and promoted by critical race theorists is little more 
than reformulated Marxism. In the name of equity, UCLA law professor and critical race 
theorist Cheryl Harris has proposed suspending private property rights, seizing land and wealth 
and redistributing them along racial lines. 

Critical race guru Ibram X. Kendi, who directs the Center for Antiracist Research at Boston 
University, has proposed the creation of a federal Department of Antiracism. This department 
would be independent of (i.e., unaccountable to) the elected branches of government and 
would have the power to nullify, veto or abolish any law at any level of government and curtail 
the speech of political leaders and others deemed insufficiently “antiracist.”  

One practical result of the creation of such a department would be the overthrow of capitalism, 
since, according to Kendi, “in order to truly be antiracist, you also have to truly be 
anticapitalist.” 

In other words, identity is the means; Marxism is the end. 

An equity-based form of government would mean the end not only of private property but also 
of individual rights, equality under the law, federalism and freedom of speech. These would be 



replaced by race-based redistribution of wealth, group-based rights, active discrimination and 
omnipotent bureaucratic authority. 

Historically, the accusation of “anti-Americanism” has been overused. But in this case, it’s not a 
matter of interpretation: Critical race theory prescribes a revolutionary program that would 
overturn the principles of the Declaration and destroy the remaining structure of the 
Constitution. 

see also 

What does critical race theory look like in practice? Last year, I authored a series of reports 
focused on critical race theory in the federal government. The FBI was holding workshops on 
intersectionality theory. The Department of Homeland Security was telling white employees 
that they were committing “microinequities” and had been “socialized into oppressor roles.” 
The Treasury Department held a training session telling staff members that “virtually all white 
people contribute to racism” and that they must convert “everyone in the federal government” 
to the ideology of “antiracism.” And the Sandia National Laboratories, which design America’s 
nuclear arsenal, sent white male executives to a three-day re-education camp where they were 
told that “white male culture” was analogous to the “KKK,” “white supremacists” and “mass 
killings.” The executives were then forced to renounce their “white male privilege” and to write 
letters of apology to fictitious women and people of color. 

This year, I produced another series of reports focused on critical race theory in education. In 
Cupertino, Calif., an elementary school forced first-graders to deconstruct their racial and sexual 
identities and rank themselves according to their “power and privilege.” In Springfield, Mo., a 
middle school forced teachers to locate themselves on an “oppression matrix,” based on the idea 
that straight, white, English-speaking, Christian males are members of the oppressor class and 
must atone for their privilege and “covert white supremacy.” 

In Philadelphia, an elementary school forced fifth-graders to celebrate “Black communism” and 
simulate a Black Power rally to free 1960s radical Angela Davis from prison, where she had once 
been held on charges of murder. And in Seattle, the school district told white teachers that they 
are guilty of “spirit murder” against black children and must “bankrupt [their] privilege in 
acknowledgment of [their] thieved inheritance.” 

I’m just one investigative journalist, but I’ve developed a database of more than 1,000 of these 
stories. When I say that critical race theory is becoming the operating ideology of our public 
institutions, I am not exaggerating — from the universities to bureaucracies to K-12 school 
systems, critical race theory has permeated the collective intelligence and decision-making 
process of American government, with no sign of slowing down. 

This is a revolutionary change. When originally established, these government institutions were 
presented as neutral, technocratic and oriented toward broadly held perceptions of the public 
good. Today, under the increasing sway of critical race theory and related ideologies, they are 

https://nypost.com/2020/07/16/obscene-federal-diversity-training-scam-prospers-even-under-trump/
https://nypost.com/2020/11/18/squad-member-ayanna-pressley-swoons-over-angela-davis/


being turned against the American people. This isn’t limited to the permanent bureaucracy in 
Washington, DC, but is true as well of institutions in the states — even red states. It is spreading 
to county public health departments, small Midwestern school districts and more. This ideology 
will not stop until it has devoured all of our institutions. 

So far, attempts to halt the encroachment of critical race theory have been ineffective. There are 
a number of reasons for this. 

First, too many Americans have developed an acute fear of speaking up about social and political 
issues, especially those involving race. According to a recent Gallup poll, 77 percent of 
conservatives are afraid to share their political beliefs publicly. Worried about getting mobbed 
on social media, fired from their jobs or worse, they remain quiet, largely ceding the public 
debate to those pushing these anti-American ideologies. Consequently, the institutions 
themselves become monocultures: dogmatic, suspicious, and hostile to a diversity of opinion. 

see also  

Conservatives in both the federal government and public school systems have told me that their 
“equity and inclusion” departments serve as political offices, searching for and stamping out any 
dissent from the official orthodoxy. 

Second, critical race theorists have constructed their argument like a mousetrap. Disagreement 
with their program becomes irrefutable evidence of a dissenter’s “white fragility,” “unconscious 
bias” or “internalized white supremacy.” I’ve seen this projection of false consciousness on their 
opponents play out dozens of times in my reporting. Diversity trainers will make an outrageous 
claim — such as “all whites are intrinsically oppressors” or “white teachers are guilty of spirit 
murdering black children” — and then, when confronted with disagreement, adopt a patronizing 
tone and explain that participants who feel “defensiveness” or “anger” are reacting out of guilt 
and shame. Dissenters are instructed to remain silent, “lean into the discomfort” and accept their 
“complicity in white supremacy.” 

Third, Americans across the political spectrum have failed to separate the premise of critical race 
theory from its conclusion. Its premise — that American history includes slavery and other 
injustices, and that we should examine and learn from that history — is undeniable. But its 
revolutionary conclusion — that America was founded on and defined by racism and that our 
founding principles, our Constitution and our way of life should be overthrown — does not 
rightly, much less necessarily, follow. 

Fourth and finally, the writers and activists who have had the courage to speak out against critical 
race theory have tended to address it on the theoretical level, pointing out the theory’s logical 
contradictions and dishonest account of history. 



These criticisms are worthy and good, but they move the debate into the academic realm — 
friendly terrain for proponents of critical race theory. They fail to force defenders of this 
revolutionary ideology to defend the practical consequences of their ideas in the realm of politics. 

No longer simply an academic matter, critical race theory has become a tool of political power. 
To borrow a phrase from the Marxist theoretician Antonio Gramsci, it is fast achieving cultural 
hegemony in America’s public institutions. It is driving the vast machinery of the state and 
society. If we want to succeed in opposing it, we must address it politically at every level. 

Critical race theorists must be confronted with and forced to speak to the facts. Do they support 
public schools separating first-graders into groups of “oppressors” and “oppressed”? Do they 
support mandatory curricula teaching that “all white people play a part in perpetuating systemic 
racism”? Do they support public schools instructing white parents to become “white traitors” 
and advocate for “white abolition”? Do they want those who work in government to be required 
to undergo this kind of re-education? How about managers and workers in corporate America? 
How about the men and women in our military? 

How about every one of us? 

Christopher F. Rufo is a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute. Adapted with permission from 
City Journal. 
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AMERICA FIRST LEGAL 

AFL Releases Documents Conclusively Proving Critical 

Race Theory Indoctrination Is Being Used In Public 

Schools  

June 13, 2022  

WASHINGTON– Today, America First Legal released 166 pages of documents proving that 
school district bureaucrats and a cadre of taxpayer-funded “consultants” are using Critical Race 
Theory to “transform” public education and indoctrinate American children.  

America First Legal, working with Wally Zimolong of Zimolong LLC, sued the Tredyffrin/Easttown 
School District in Chester County, PA on behalf of Ben Auslander, a father who exercised his right 
to review the materials that the District was using to “educate” children in the District. The 
District had hired the Pacific Educational Group (PEG), a California-based education consultant 
that claims “Systemic Racism is the most devastating factor contributing to the diminished 
capacity of all children” to run teacher training and shape the curriculum.  

But when the time came for Mr. Auslander to see what the District and PEG were up to, the 
District told him he could not make notes, photocopy, or take pictures of PEG’s presentations. 
Mr. Auslander tried to take voice notes on his phone, but to hide the truth, the District terminated 
the inspection and threw him out, claiming that PEG had asserted copyright protections on its 
training materials. 

Then, AFL sued the District on behalf of Mr. Auslander.  

Unwilling to advance its baseless copyright protection claim in federal court, PEG caved and the 
documents were produced to America First Legal. They show that PEG’s “training” of the District 
staff included exercises on “walking through the barriers to teaching Critical Race Theory at your 
school,” and how “Critical Race Theory is a vital step in your School Transformation Action Plan.’” 

https://aflegal.org/
https://aflegal.org/afl-releases-documents-conclusively-proving-critical-race-theory-indoctrination-is-being-used-in-public-schools/
https://aflegal.org/afl-releases-documents-conclusively-proving-critical-race-theory-indoctrination-is-being-used-in-public-schools/
https://aflegal.org/afl-releases-documents-conclusively-proving-critical-race-theory-indoctrination-is-being-used-in-public-schools/
https://aflegal.org/news/america-first-legal-foundation-files-federal-lawsuit-on-behalf-of-parent-against-pa-school-district-in-case-involving-access-to-crt-materials




 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Leftist teacher unions, education bureaucrats, and media officials have promised the American 
people that “CRT is not being taught in any single K-12 school in America.” But America First 
Legal has uncovered the truth and exposed their lies. Parents across the Nation should read 
the documents, and demand that their local school districts tell the truth about the role CRT 
and other woke ideology plays in teacher training, curriculum development, and, ultimately, 
student indoctrination.  

And as well-documented by the outstanding work of Parents Defending Education, PEG is 
working with school districts in states all across the country to disseminate this toxic ideology. 

America First Legal will continue to stand with patriotic American parents to protect our children.  

Statement from America First Legal President, Stephen Miller: 

“This should forever end all debate. Our innocent children are being viciously indoctrinated with 
CRT by marxist radicals. This lawless, extremist, poisonous bigotry must be defeated.” 

Statement from America First Legal Vice-President and General Counsel, Gene Hamilton: 

https://defendinged.org/report/pacific-educational-group-inc/


“These documents establish–once and for all–that CRT is present in public schools across the 
country. And not only is it present, but it is being funded by taxpayers across this country with 
hundreds of thousands of dollars being spent in each individual school district. The American 
people do not want their money being spent on these toxic training materials under any 
circumstance, but especially not while their children attend classes that are overcrowded, their 
teachers are underpaid, and in school buildings that are in need of repair. Ever dollar spent on 
this nonsense is a dollar wasted.”  

Statement From America First Legal Senior Advisor Ian Prior:  

“Pacific Educational Group is one of the largest ‘equity consultants’ in the United States and these 
documents make it crystal clear that critical race theory training is absolutely being paid for by 
taxpayer money to transform our public school systems. Consultants like the Pacific Educational 
Group can dress up their work as ‘culturally responsive training’ or ‘equity training,’ but it does 
not change the fact that what they are actually implementing is one thing and one thing alone – 
critical race theory.”  

Twitter, Facebook, GETTR, Parler 

Read all of the documents here.  

To schedule an engagement with America First Legal, please email info@athospr.com. 
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